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ive years ago the Erie
FReader was noth-

ing but a blog and a
big idea. For months, we
pumped out post after post
of mostly Erie-centric com-
mentary on our fledgling
website, while planning our
imminent move into the
world of print journalism.
This jump, we knew, would
take more than we could of-
fer in order to make it a tru-
ly successful endeavor.

Finding the right person
to manage our writers and
our expectations, and be
well-versed in the editing
process was going to be eas-
ier said than done. Or so we
thought. After a fateful De-
cember meeting with Frank
Garland, then the head of
Gannon's journalism pro-
gram and the faculty ad-
viser to the Gannon Knight
newspaper, we had a name
in hand and a glowing rec-
ommendation to go along
with it.

The first time we sat down
with then 26-year old Ben at
the now-defunct Presque
Isle Gallery coffee shop in
January 2011, we knew we
had found our managing

editor. He was young and
capable, well-spoken and
well-read, and he loved our
idea.

The rest is history. Ben
has been here for us and for
the Reader since day one.
For nearly five years and
122 issues, in and out of the
office, on TV and radio, even
on the delivery route, he's
been there without ques-
tion. He has been a guiding
force in each and every is-
sue weve printed with his
dedication to our writers,
their work, and the publica-
tion he helped build.

This is Ben’s final issue as
managing editor of the Erie
Reader. But he isn't going
far. He will be continuing
with us as a columnist and
contributing editor, and he
has set the stage admira-
bly for his successor, Katie
Chriest.

Ben, thank you for all
youve done for this orga-
nization and the city as
a whole. We wouldn't be
where we are today with-
out you, buddy.

Brian Graham & Adam
Welsh — Editors-in-Chief
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NEWS & OPINION

Exile on State Street
The sale of the Millcreek Township Water Authority presents another “bad deal” for Erie City residents.
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By: Rick Filippi

hat sucking sound you may have

I heard if you have been following

the recent negotiations between

the Erie Water Works, the authority

that operates the City's water system,

and the Millcreek Township Water Au-

thority has nothing to do with water. It

has everything to do with the life being

sucked out of the City of Erie in the
name of “regionalization.”

A bit of background. The Erie Water
Works (which leases its water system
from the City) has been courting the
Millcreek Township Water Authority
in an effort to purchase its assets,
including its customer base of some
7,500 Millcreek residents for some
time. Water Works has set aside $25
million to pay for the purchase. The
rationale of Water Works, according
to Paul Vojtek, its chief executive, as
reported recently in the Erie Times-
News, is that the combination of the
two systems will eliminate duplication
of services and administration, leading
to cost savings and “rate stabilization”
for all Water Works customers in-
cluding those in the City of Erie. The
savings will pay for the acquisition
cost, according to Vojtek.

Recently, the Millcreek Township
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supervisors voted 2-1 to approve the
sale. In supporting the sale, Supervi-
sor Richard Figaski revealed the real
motive behind his support. Figaski
was quoted as saying that he believes
the deal will lead to extension of water
lines and greater development in the
western and southern parts of the
county, which is really to say more
development in Millcreek Township.
Figaski understands that more de-
velopment means more taxes to feed
Millcreek’s ever-increasing need for
revenue.

Mayor Joe Sinnott had commis-
sioned an independent valuation of
the Millcreek water system, which
placed the value at $8.7 million and has
stated that he would oppose any sale
that involves a purchase price signifi-
cantly higher than that figure. Report-
edly, the terms of the deal provide that
the Water Works would pay $12 million
at closing, and a million per year for 10
years, a whopping $22 million for the
assets of the Millcreek system. Figaski,
in explaining his support for the deal,
was quoted in another Erie Times-
News article as saying thisisnot a
windfall to Millcreek Township, but
is a “step toward regionalization.” Ac-
cording to Figaski, “[rlegionalization...
is not a dirty word.” Supervisor John
Groh, who also supported the deal,
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chimed in that he believed the deal
would help the region. Which is again
to say Millcreek Township. Not only in

increased taxes from the development,

as Figaski noted, but in the $22 million
payout to the Township.

Following the supervisors’ vote, the
Millcreek Water Authority, in an obvi-
ous political power play, also voted to
approve the deal, but with an amend-
ment that would require the Erie
Water Works to have two Millcreek
Township appointments on the Water
Work’s board. These appointments
would be made by the Township
Supervisors. The Board currently has
nine members, and its bylaws require
that at least three be non-city resi-
dents. Currently, there are two board
members from Millcreek. This latest
move could scuttle the deal. Let's hope
so, because this is another in a line
of bad deals for the City done in the
name of “regionalization.”

Ladies and gentlemen, please hold
onto your seats. I did not think I
would ever say the following state-
ment: [ agree with Sinnott that this
deal should be opposed. However, not
simply because the cost is outrageous.
I agree that the Water Works has
significantly overvalued the Millcreek
system. The Water Works is really
buying customers, customers that it
desperately needs to cover the costs
of its crushing debt. Now, although I
believe the cost is reason enough to
oppose the deal, my fundamental op-
position to this deal is that as a citizen
and rate payer in the City, it stinks.
From the City's standpoint, this is not
regionalization at all, but more sprawl
that will lead to further depopulation
of the City at ever-increasing and
alarming rates, with no real return to
City residents.

Water Works argues that the deal
will lead to rate stabilization that
will benefit both Erie and Millcreek
ratepayers, and while this argument
may be true, it ignores the demo-
graphic trends that are killing the City
—trends that will only be exacerbated
by this deal. Namely, the City’s loss
of population and corresponding tax
base that continues unabated. Where
are the people of the City going who
have a choice? Well, take a look on
Water Works' website at the number

of projects that have extended water
lines throughout Millcreek Township,
Harborcreek Township, and other
parts of Erie County. Erie County has
had no population growth in 35 years.
All of the development that has oc-
curred in those areas — thanks to water
—has come at the expense of the City.

So, as Mr. Vojtek argues, there will
likely be rate stabilization; however, as
this deal fuels additional sprawl, the
City's population will continue to exit,
leading to more depreciation of the
City's tax base and yet higher taxes,
continuing the vicious cycle the City
now finds itself in. What City residents
may gain in “rate stabilization,” they
will more than give up in increased
taxes and diminished services.

Folks, this deal is similar to the “re-

Although I believe the
cost is reason enough

to oppose the deal, my
fundamental opposition
to thisdealis that asa
citizen and rate payer in
the City, it stinks.

gionalization” of the airport authority
I wrote about last year. Once again, the
City built an asset that benefited the
entire region and then gave it away in
the name of “regionalization,” without
getting anything tangible in return.

As I wrote last year, the City could
have realized perhaps $40 million or
more in the airport runway extension
deal if the airport had been sold to
the new authority. That money could
have been used to rebuild infrastruc-
ture and neighborhoods, hire more
police to deal with the wave of gun
violence, and significantly reduce
taxes. Instead, we got practically zilch
for a project that has demonstrated
no return on our investment. Here,
we continue to “regionalize” the water
system at a tremendous cost to the
City. Isn't it ironic that Millcreek gets
paid for its assets, but the City gives
them away under the guise of region-
alization?
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NEWS & OPINION

Harrisburg Happenings
Pennsylvania enters month three of the budget impasse.

This latest water deal is similar.
And let me be clear about one
thing: I do not oppose the concept
of the deal. Once you get it down
to a reasonable and fair price, the
savings from increased efficien-
cies are as real as the consistent
delivery of services. The funda-
mental problem with this deal is
that it comes at a very high price
to City residents, who built the
water system and will get very
little return on their investment.
Actually, instead of a return, this
deal clearly leads to more sprawl
and depopulation of the urban
core.

If you really believe in regional-
ization, not just regionalization
at the cost of the City, then for
every water line extension, every
new subdivision development,
and every new home and business
that taps into those lines, you
would agree that the City should
get a cut of the new tax dollars
created by those developments.
That would be regional revenue
sharing. It would represent a
return on the City's investment in
the water infrastructure, without
which the suburbs would be little
more than rural hamlets. It would
allow the City to put dollars into
rebuilding itself and cutting taxes,
making the region a more level
and fair playing field and, per-
haps, allowing the City to recap-
ture some of the people it has lost
and grow again. Such a positive
development would strengthen
the core of the region and allow
us to compete against other areas
of the country, not just against
ourselves in Erie County.

Hopefully, the political pow-
er play by the Millcreek Water
Authority will kill this deal. The
fact of the matter is that the City
and her residents have been on
the giving side for over a half of
a century. In a few short years,
the City will have nothing left to
give, or to be taken from her, and
ultimately, the “region” will have
to pay a price.

Rick Filippi can be contacted
at atty.filippi@gmail.com.
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By: Senator Sean Wiley

he beginning of September tra-

I ditionally signifies the end of

summer vacations, the dreaded

trek back to school for students, and

the celebrated return back to school

for parents. This September also

marks the beginning of month num-

ber three that the Commonwealth

budget has been in flux — 60-plus days
of partisan deadlock.

With the state spigot turned off
for school districts, human services
providers and just about every other
organization with a state contract,
the funding drought is real and Erie
residents don't have to look very far
to see those implications. Nearly
twenty-thousand post-secondary
education students have begun to
arrive at our four area institutions
without any state financial aid in tow.
Students across a dozen or so districts
in Erie County will sit behind desks
under a cloud of uneasiness as to how
long the district can survive without
state subsidies. Most smaller human
services providers are nearly maxed
out on lines of credit and counties
are re-doing the math each day that
passes.

Near the end of August, the GOP
and the Administration had an ex-
change where a Republican pension
reform proposal was swapped for a
concession specific to an increase in

basic education funding, a priority
of the Administration. The jury,in
this case an actuarial note, is still
out on whether that pension reform
proposal is even likely to tackle the
every-growing unfunded liability of
the Commonwealth or make good
fiscal sense in the long-term.

During that same exchange, one
very important discussion that flew
completely under the radar of the
media centered around an absolute
refusal to further any discussion of a
severance tax on natural gas drilling.
The GOP made it abundantly clear
that a severance tax is off the table.

So how then does the General
Assembly aim to address the need
for additional revenue outside of a
property tax increase knowing full
well that the Administration and the
voters across this Commonwealth
have been championing property tax
relief?

How can Pennsylvania restore the
recent cuts and rise from the bottom
of the ranks in the nation in educa-
tion funding without a dedicated
mechanism to do so?

Why is it fiscally responsible to re-
main the only gas producing state in
the nation without a severance tax?

It is imperative that there is a con-
tinued focus on property tax relief
as we are faced with record numbers
of delinquencies across this Com-
monwealth. People cannot pay their

RLIBRANDI

property taxes now, and knowing
that but still asking them to pay more
doesn't provide an ongoing strategy
of sustainability.

It is additionally essential that re-
sponsible education funding remains
at the forefront of these discussions.
If Pennsylvania aims to educate our
future workforce in a way that is
most beneficial and profitable in the
long-term, the General Assembly
must then provide the means by
which to accomplish that goal and
also establish the methods to address
the necessary efficiencies at the dis-
trict level.

The last week of August, the House
of Representatives returned to voting
session under rumor and speculation
of a line item veto override, where a
three-quarters majority vote is nec-
essary. The funny part of that is that
the Commonwealth budget bill wasn't
vetoed line by line, rather, as a com-
plete bill, rendering the attempt of a
line-by-line override unconstitutional
and another delay of substantive
progress. Three-quarters majority
would make affirmative votes by
House Democrats necessary to turn
the tide and leadership had indicated
that just wasn't plausible. As suspect-
ed, all attempts to further a line item
veto override failed, but not without
much posturing and grandstanding
by members.

Everywhere I go, and I mean every-
where, people share their thoughts
about the budget impasse, and when
I respond that negotiations are
continuing, I see the indifference in
their eyes. I completely understand
why there is an inherent disinterest
in government and subsequent voter
apathy.

Priorities like education funding,
property tax relief, investment in
our human services, and the long-
term viability of this Commonwealth
shouldn't differ enough to be an
impediment to collaboration. After
all, regardless of our respective party
affiliations, we all serve the same
people: Pennsylvanians. And Pennsyl-
vanians deserve better.

Senator Sean D. Wiley can be
contacted at SenatorWiley@
PaSenate.com, and you can follow
him on Twitter @SenatorWiley.

September 2, 2015
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NEWS & OPINION
News of the Weird

Cecil Speaks, sort of, and more weirdness.

By: Chuck Shepherd

Cecil Speaks

he distress across the

Western world in July over
the big-game killing of Cecil
the lion in Zimbabwe was ap-
parently misdirected, accord-
ing to veteran "animal com-
municator" Karen Anderson
of Elk, Washington, who told
Facebook and Internet visi-
tors (www.AnimalCommuni-
cating.com) that Cecil and she
had discussed his demise and
that he was over it. Also, Cecil
apparently speaks in formal,
graceful English, as Ander-
son quoted him (according to
London's The Independent):
"Let not the actions of these
few men defeat us," said Ce-
cil, "or allow darkness to enter
our hearts." "I am," he added,
"grander than before asno one
can take our purity, our truth
or our soul." (Anderson's usu-
al fee to speak with deceased
pets is $75 for 15 minutes, but
she did not disclose whether
she had a client for Cecil's tab.)
[The Independent, 7-31-2015]

Chutzpah!

In May, three Santa Ana, Cal-
ifornia, police officers who
had just raided the unlicensed
Sky High Holistic medical
marijuana dispensary were
caught on the facility's sur-
veillance video eating suppos-
edly seized cannabis-infused
chocolate bars, and an "inter-

nal affairs" investigation was
opened. However, in August,
the Orange County Register
reported that the cops went
to court to have the video sup-
pressed. Their familiar legal
argument is that the video
violates their right to privacy
— in that they had purposely
disabled the cameras before
they began munching the
contraband and thus had the
requisite "expectation of pri-
vacy" that triggers the right.
(Possibly, they had missed a
camera.) [Orange County Reg-
ister, 8-3-2015]

he mother of three chil-

dren in Grandview, Mis-
souri, suspected that Dameion
McBride, 22, had sexually mo-
lested her two daughters (ages
4 and 8) and son (age 3), but
McBride indignantly denied
it, claiming that he is a child-
abuse survivor himself, and
booked himself on the nation-
al "Steve Wilkos" TV show in
May to take a lie detector test
to clear his name. However, he
failed the test as to each child
and was subsequently arrest-
ed. (The Associated Press re-
ported that McBride insisted
on a police lie detector test —
and failed that, too.) [WDAF-
TV (Kansas City), 7-15-2015]

The Continuing Crisis

n Aug. 1, one of the world's
weirdest border disputes
came to an end, as India and
Bangladesh exchanged more
than 160 "enclaves" — sov-

ereign territory complete-
ly surrounded by the other
country's sovereign territory
(in principle, making travel
out of the enclaves impossi-
ble unless the enclave had an
embassy or another office that
issues visas). In fact, there was
one Indian enclave (Dahala
Khagrabari) completely with-
in a Bangladeshi enclave that
is completely inside an Indian
enclave inside Bangladesh.
[Washington Post, 8-1-2015]

The Litigious Society

he estate of Dr. Rajan Ver-

ma filed a lawsuit in July
against the Tralf Music Hall
in Buffalo, New York, after Dr.
Verma fell to his death fol-
lowing a concert when he lost
his balance sliding down the
banister. The estate claims
that there must have been a
sticky substance on the rail-
ing. The estate's lawyers said
that since alcohol was served
at the concert, the promoters
should have known to take
extra safety precautions for
banister-riders. [Courthouse
News, 7-21-2015]

ho gets badly hurt play-

ing musical chairs? Rob-
in Earnest, 46, told an Arkan-
sas claims hearing that she
broke two fingers and was
forced into "years" of surgery
and physical therapy over a
game that was part of a class
at the College of the Ouachi-
tas in 2011 and demanded at
least $75,000 from the state.
The July hearing was domi-
nated by a discussion of the
proper way to play musical
chairs because the instructor

had ordered three students to
contest one chair — with Ear-
nest asserting that everyone
knows it would be two chairs
for three people. [Arkansas
Online, 7-10-2015]

News That Sounds
Like a Joke

]| Green-ﬁngered residents"

can show off their hard
work each year at the Quedge-
ley Show in Gloucestershire,
England, entering arrange-
ments of colorful, plump gar-
den-grown vegetables. How-
ever, attendance has been off
in recent years, reported the
Western Daily Press, leaving
the show's future in doubt —
until organizers announced
that this year, to increase the
number of entries, supermar-
ket-bought vegetables could
be submitted. [Western Daily
Press, 7-24-2015]

1] Number Two, Turn to

the Right and Growl":
Magistrates in Ceredigion,
Wales, fined Edward Davies
the equivalent of about $1,130
in June, finding that it was his
dog that bit a teenage girl last
October, sending her to a hos-
pital with swelling and bruis-
ing. Aberystwyth authorities
had set up a formal police line-
up of dogs from the neighbor-
hood, and the girl had made a
positive ID of Davies' dog as
the perp. [Wales Online, 6-4-
2015]

Least Competent Criminals

udge Roger Barto, of Wa-
terloo (New York) Village
Court, was convicted in Au-
gust of staging a fake assault

on himself to convince doctors
to prescribe him pain medica-
tion. Officers arriving at the
scene found Barto lying on the
ground with a shattered por-
celain toilet tank lid nearby
from (he said) being smacked
on the head by a mugger. How-
ever, doctors found an appar-
ent flaw in Barto's ruse: He
had forgotten to actually hurt
himself during the "attack"
— as medical personnel had
found no mark, cut or bruise
anywhere on him. [Syracuse.
com, 8-10-2015]

Recurring Themes
Once again during a police
raid of a suspected drug
house (this time, in Wood Riv-
er, Illinois, in July), with cops
swarming the home and yard,
confiscating evidence and ar-
resting occupants, officers had
to stop briefly from time to
time to answer the front door
(10 times during a 90-minute
period) — as the dealer's regu-
lar (oblivious) customers con-
tinually arrived to buy more
heroin. [KTVI-TV (St. Louis),
7-29-2015]

In the face of a declining mil-
itary budget, the Defense
Ministry of the Netherlands
issued confidential instruc-
tions to commanders in July
that during training exercises,
to preserve dwindling ammu-
nition, soldiers should simply
shout "Bang, Bang!" instead
of firing their weapons. Said a
soldiers' advocate, "Even if you
have no bullets, you (still) have
to train with your weapon."
[Reuters via RT.com (Moscow),
8-3-2015]

UST TOYIN' WITCHA —BY: B. TOY
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'ho is God?

 hat is God really like?
here does God fit?

CHILDCARE

AT ruﬁ-";?z'aﬂf

Join us this fall as we look at an 8" century B.C .E.writer’s

response to these questions through our s’rudy of the o

Old Testament book of Isaiah. “God in the Whirlwind” : .  CCIS ACCEPTED
begins September 13" at Mclane Church. EMPHASIS ON FUN

ACTIVITES ON LARGE
INDOOR TURF FIELD

'NUTRITIOUS MEALS

BEFORE AND AFTER
SCHOOL CARE

35156 MCCLELLAND AVE.
- NEAR BAYFRONT CONNECTOR

814.451.1556
Bring your questions, your doubts, and an open mind.

And as always, come as you are.

Hlobegrl

Septem ber 11 y 1 2 and 1 3 g GAR RAFFI_E\'-_ 325 000\‘\\ tickets can be purchased at

St. Joseph’s Church / Bread of Life — 24th and ' . MERCEDES BENZ -.‘ DT 256 NI
Sassafras Streets, across from St.Vincent Hospital G CLI-\250 Winanewbenz.com

i
o
ERIE COUNTY GAMING REVENUE AUTHORITY

German food, Beer, “Running of the Weenies”
dog race, Opa’s store, Church tours on Saturday,
Kid’s Games and much more.

FREE Admission.

Friday 5 - 11 p.m. Keystone Bavarians and
Radio Age performing all night

Saturday noon - 11 p.m. Augsberg German band
and the Mad Bavarian performing from noon to
8 p.m., then Jackson Station until 11 p.m.

Sunday noon - 5 p.m. — Augsberg German band
and the Mad Bavarian will be back — car raffle
at 5 p.m.
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Erie At Large

Show Me A Hero and Erie’s housing crisis: What we can learn from Yonkers, N.Y.
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By: Jim Wertz

ugust 30 marked the broadcast
Aof the final installments of the

six-episode HBO mini-series
Show Me a Hero. It's a tale of a housing
crisis and the politics of race and class
in late 1980s Yonkers, NY, based on the
book of the same name by Lisa Belkin
and brought to the small screen by Da-
vid Simon, creator of the The Wire and
one of the finest city journalists of the
late 20th Century.

In the mid-1980s, a federal judge
mandated that Yonkers create scat-
tered subsidized public housing as
part of a desegregation order that
would move black families into neigh-
borhoods previously kept white by
design. The judge’s ruling challenged
the leadership of the Yonkers City
Council and the Mayor's office to act
on behalf of public housing tenants,
causing a series of contentious elec-
tions and turnovers on both sides of
the political aisle.

At the apex of the conflict, local pols
used and manipulated each other and
their constituents, allies, and oppo-
nents by positioning themselves for or
against city plans and regional plan-
ners, contracted pawns to be played
upon changes in the political tide.

Show Me a Hero comes at a unique
moment at which the City of Erie
contemplates its own housing crisis.
It's not a public housing crisis, but it is
one rooted in race and class.

The city's housing stock is excessive
and decrepit. That's the finding, in
part, of the City of Erie’s first-ever
comprehensive plan, which invento-
ried Erie’s residential properties based
on structural and aesthetic quality of
the homes, value of the land, zoning
violations levied against landowners,
tax delinquencies, and neighbor-
hood poverty rates. It's going to take
hundreds of millions of dollars to fix
the problem. The worst of the city’s
housing stock is located on Erie’s East
Side, where land values are lowest, the
population is most heavily concentrat-
ed, and poverty looms most large.

The city is now at a precipice. Crime
is on the rise, family-sustaining jobs
are stagnant, and the population is on
the decline. We hear much from our
elected officials about so-called root
causes, and we often hear that root
causes begin “in the home.” It's fair to
say that root causes are more directly
of the home.

Nearly 40 percent of the city lives in
single family or duplex-style multi-
unit housing. These are the dominant
housing structures on the East side

and they comprise the majority of
blighted structures within the city
limits.

A few weeks ago, the Mayor and Erie
City Chief of Police, Randy Bowers,
announced their plan to address city-
wide violence and the incipient threat
that seems to loom from neighbor-
hood to neighborhood with a strong
correlation between socioeconomics
and crime. Chief Bowers outlined a
strategy for combating violence that
included shifting of internal resources
and partnerships with county, state,
and federal agencies. We have yet to
hear from City Hall about its pursuit
of “root causes,” although I suspect in
the coming months we'll hear more
about the great work being done by
organizations such as the Neighbor-
hood Resource Organization, the
Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood
Network, and the Bayfront East Side
Taskforce, than we will be given a plan
of action from our elected officials.

One thing is clear: The city must
address its housing crisis. All of the
money spent on downtown devel-
opment, widening and narrowing
roadways, and renovating city parks
means nothing if its residents live in
overpriced squalor.

Blight is an outward manifestation
of lost hope. So is crime, violence, and

<
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The City of Erie's first-ever comprehensive
plan has inventoried residential
properties. Its findings are a wake-up call.

drug problems that will soon outpace
the gun problem at the forefront of
public discussion.

Public housing in Yonkers was de-
signed by Oscar Newman, an architect
who argued for “defensible spaces” in
urban planning as a means to prevent
crime. The basic tenet of Newman's
theory was that if you gave people
spaces that they believed were their
own - in this case low-rise public
housing with personal yards rather
than high-rise towers with nebulous
public spaces — then people would de-
fend their personal spaces to protect
themselves and their property.

The blight-filled East side has few
defensible spaces. It's populated with
homes owned by absentee landlords
who replace windows with plywood,
leave green spaces unattended, and
treat many of the properties as stor-
age bins rather than housing units. It's
no surprise that zoning violations are
highest in this part of the city as well.

Let's not stand in judgment when
the renters there take little pride in
their temporary spaces or when prop-
erty owners have grown too scared to
address their neighbors in an environ-
ment that is now indefensible.

When you couple the physical
problems of the neighborhood, with
the comparatively expensive cost of
living, and the fact that these neigh-
borhoods are primarily populated by
people of color, it's a miracle that the
city has not had to face the kind of
legal interventions brought to bear
in Yonkers more than two decades
ago.

“Show me a hero and I'll write you
a tragedy,” wrote F. Scott Fitzgerald.
Each of Erie’'s leaders and mayoral
hopefuls all will position themselves
as the hero, proffering remedy upon
remedy. But if the comprehensive
plan we have, and the findings it
holds, is shelved for lack of interest or
unwillingness to cull resources, there
is but one ending. That would be a
tragedy.

Jim Wertz can be reached at jWertz@
ErieReader.com, and you can follow
him on Twitter @jim_wertz.
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A WRITER’S ROAD TRIP 3

Mini-Conference - Tom Ridge Environmental Center, Erie, PA
Saturday, October 17, 2015 %}

Writers crave time to write, knowledge of craft, and communication with like-minded
peers. If you're looking for these, plan on attending, “A Writer’s Road Trip 3.” Have you
dreamed of writing a novel, article, or poem? Want to take your writing to the next level?
Share the day with us. Meet authors and local writers. Begin a new writing-life chapter!

* Workshops, Auction, Contest, Fun! e

Registration begins at 8 a.m. Conference wraps up at 5 p.m. Lunch provided.
Member $50 / NonMember $60, by Sept. 30, 2015.

Details at www.Pennwriters.org or email Todd_Main@steris.com.
Visit us on our Facebook Page at www.Facebook.com/WritersRoadTrip

Co. Inc
Your source for custom g:
117 w'Sth st
(814)-520-8163

T-SHIRTS. HOODIES.JACKETS. POLOS. HATS

-PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
-VINYUL TRANSFERS
-VINUL STICKERS
-SILK'SCREENING
~GARMENT PRINTING
~TEAM UNIFORMS

-HEAT TRANSFERS
~-EMBROIDERY

x

“Tﬂ“

Business ® Barbering ® Cosmetology

FORTIS t¥l ERIE READER

371S.EDU IGNITE YOUR FUTURE

FORTIS INSTITUTE 5757 WEST 26TH STREET, ERIE, PA 16506

Financial Aid Available for those who qualify. Carzer Placement Assistance for All Graduates. ABHES Accredited. For consumer information, visit Fortis.edu.

\Hl\t AR IHWA

Voting Open
through
September 30

ABRAHAM & BORST 2014 “BEST COLLEGE STATION IN THE NATION”
GANNON UNIVERSITY || ERIE, PA

ORIy ) e ErieReader.com
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L ' Presque Isle
- % '4 '\_-:' Printing Services
= o o
We Are Moving To A New Location

To Better Serve Your Printing Negds!

Our last day at our old location will be
Friday, September 4", 2019

We will he CLOSED
Sent7-11For The BIG MOVE!!

Beginning SEIIlﬂlllllﬂl' 14. 2015

PR ' We will be located at .
Monday, Sept. 14, 3-6 p.m. || 4318\estRidge Rd Py 0 Gt
St. Paul’s lot, 453 W.16th Erie, PA16506  Bw /el

farm fresh produce - sweet treats (814) 833-9020 :
live music from the Heliotropes - local artisans | | www.presqueisleprinting.com ™ “ﬁl‘ﬂ:gf;‘:,’;,ﬂ';jﬂﬂj‘”“

don’t let the flu bug you.

get vaccinated.
Kickoff Event!

Wednesday, September 16
8 am. -3 p.m.

2015 Seasonal Flu Shots
Living Well, Living Long Expo
Erie Shrine Club, 2525 West 38th St.

Free Admission, Parking Lot Shuttle Service,

Vendor Fair, Speakers and Refreshments
Sponsored by LECOM Institute for Successful Aging and UPMC for Life

AVAILABLE TO EVERYONE AGE9TO 99 A
No up front cost to you - all insurances accepted. L‘ [1 [( ‘()LNI HEALTH

DontLetTheFluBugYou.com - (814) 453-5072 LIFEWORKS ERIE
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How do I get fiber internet to my home?

Let’s walk through the process...

Once the survey has been completed, your address will be added
to the VNET Fiber map.

"VR=T lberHO ™M

Look Mr. Deuterman,
someone else has completed
the survey!

Visit www.vnetfiber.com and complete the survey.

When there is enough interest in a particular VNET will then help to spread the word in your neighborhood with
neighborhood, VNET will start taking pre-orders barbecues and other awareness initiatives.
for service.

Howdo I
sigh up?

Once enough households have committed with pre-orders, VNET fiber
engineers will begin installing fiber to each home. Visit vnetfiber.com!

Follow us on social
media @vnetfiber
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BUSINESS

New Belgium Brewing Cruises into Erie

Fat Tire: Now available within biking distance.

r

By: Katie Chriest

of my road trip to the Colorado

Plateau in 2006: stock up on Fat
Tire. Id fallen in love with New
Belgium Brewing's flagship beer
on previous western road trips,
but couldn't get it back east.

Pulling out of Manitou Springs
that morning, after one more run
through Garden of the Gods, I
aimed for a beer store toward the
eastern Colorado border. I bought
six cases, then faced an interesting
dilemma: where to sleep? For two
weeks, one side of my truck bed
was occupied by bike, firewood,
and sandstone-dusted hiking
boots. On the other side: my bed-
roll. A motel room exceeded my
remaining budget (earmarked for
Fat Tire.)

So I tucked the six cases into bed,
and drove 23-plus hours straight
through to Erie. I arrived home
bleary-eyed and half-witted. It was
worth it.

Since then, New Belgium has ex-
panded, and we've recently bought
six packs in Cleveland. But as of
Aug. 31, New Belgium has arrived
in Pennsylvania. Finally, we can
crack open the earthy, malty, bis-
cuity, and perfectly-balanced Fat

I had one mission on the last day

Tire — along with New Belgium's
other creative brews — right here
at home.

Beth McCormick, VP of Specialty
Sales at Erie Brewing Company, is
thrilled to welcome New Belgium
to Erie, not only for the quality
craft beer they bring to the market,
but also for the ethical business
practices they famously model
“They're a B Corporation,” she ex-
plains. “They put it on themselves
to become certified, and then to
re-qualify every two years.”

According to the B Corporation
website, “B Corp is to business
what Fair Trade certification is to
coffee or USDA Organic certifi-
cation is to milk. B Corps are cer-
tified by the nonprofit B Lab to
meet rigorous standards of social
and environmental performance,
accountability, and transparency.”

New Belgium became a B Corp in
2013, and was a 2014 “Best for the
World” honoree in Environmental
Impact. The brewery's Sustainabil-
ity and Business Report reads like
the dreamy proposal of an imprac-
tical idealist, except that they've
realized these dreams. It's worth a
look at NewBelgium.com/Sustain-
ability.aspx.

Much of New Belgium's success,
though, isin the fact that, as of De-
cember 2012, they are 100 percent

employee owned. New Belgium
calls their regional reps “Rangers,”
and Ryan Ball, Ranger for North
Texas, says full ownership news
came on his first day. CEO Kim Jor-
dan convened all employees, who
were each given beers and enve-
lopes. “She said, ‘Open the beer, not
the envelope,” Ball recalls. After
her speech, Jordan instructed em-

SPACE RIDER GAL

ployees to open the envelopes, con-
taining coasters. “So at this point, I
was employed for about seven and
a half minutes,” he remembers,
“but a lot of people were worried
we were going to be bought out
by a bigger corporation.” Instead,
Jordan told the employees to turn
over their coasters, and see who
their new owners were.

On the flip side? Mirrors.

“The room erupted,” Ball laughs.
It was a fine first ten minutes, and
it's just gotten better.

‘A lot of people like their jobs,”
he explains, “but we love our jobs.
That's employee ownership.”

Originally from  Pittsburgh,
James Marks, New Belgium's
Western Pennsylvania Ranger,
happily moved back to usher the
brand into the Keystone State. ‘I
love our beer, but I really love our
culture,” he emphasizes. “Bringing
the brand and the beer that I love
here means the world to me.”

Marks mentions the company'’s
practice of donating “$1 for every
barrel of beer sold” to nonprofits
in communities where New Bel-
gium is sold. Theyre committed
to engaging with the local com-
munity, whether through bike
advocacy, sus- [Cont.on page 40]

NEW BELGIUM.

(L1

AMBER ALE

FAT _TIRE

BRAD TRIANA

September 2, 2015

ErieReader.com | Erie Reader |

V=T fiber

Tell us that you're interested by taking the survey at

www.vnetfiber.com

Help spread the word. #GetYourGig facebook.com/vnetfiber

13



Everyone loves a bright smile.

Now there is a place nearby where
anyone can receive quality dental
care in a state-of-the-art facility at an
affordable cost. The LECOM Dental
Offices are now accepting patients at
2000 West Grandview Blvd. in Erie.

: ) ¢« Convenient
Affordable
Call now

s (814) 868-1001 High-Quality Dentistry

screening!

Participating Provider with Medical Assistance

Now seeing patients,

“ ( () \[ The LECOM Dental Offices + 2000 West Grandview Blvd., Erie, PA + (814) 868-1001 * lecom.edu

wohE  The LECOM Dental Offices are a community outreach service of the LECOM School of Dental Medicine located in Bradenton, Florida.

~F #C Come and see the unique

kneibyentistry | paf#s® oo

www.kneibdentistry.com

Jewelry
Clothing
Local artisan pieces

- and much more
Sy

3325 W.26th Street
Erie, PA
814.838.6354

Now with extended evening houré!

W E D O General Dentistry __ _
Dental Implants = ' /
Cosmetic Dentistry ;
Located in the Tom Ridge Environmental Center on Peninsula Driv
Braces Open Daily 10 am to 5 pm

814.836.9107 DiscoverPI.com
All proceeds are used to enhance Presque Isle State Park
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FEATURE

A New Generation of Local Filmmakers Emerges with Erie’s Voices
Film Society, Positive Youth Development, and the Downtown YMCA partner for Summer Jobs program.

By: Dan Schank
new generation of local film-
makers emerges with Erie's
Voices

On Sept. 16 at the Erie Art Museum,
we'll be introduced to seven local mov-
iemakers who are still working their
way through high school - in addi-
tion to preparing for their debut film
screening.

They're the graduates of the Erie's
Voices summer program, a partnership
between the Film Society of North-
western Pennsylvania, Positive Youth
Development of Erie County, and the
Downtown YMCA, designed to intro-
duce some talented young people to
the fundamentals of filmmaking and

digital media.

The students gathered together for
10 days of hands-on instruction at the
Teen Center of the YMCA of Greater
Erie, where they learned “all the basics
of film, journalism, research, and writ-
ing” according to John C. Lyons, the
Executive Director of the Film Society.
Lyons was one of three teaching artists
overseeing the project. He handled the
filmmaking tutorials, while Hannah
Choi Paul introduced the students to
writing techniques, and Aubry Regan
familiarized them with the basics of
journalism.

The young artists came from a vari-
ety of backgrounds. “We had some city
kids, some country kids, some subur-
ban kids-and alot of them didn't know
each other at all,” Lyons says. Eventu-

ally, their hard work took the form of
three short films, each about five min-
utes in length, organized around the
central theme of peer aggression.

On Sept. 16, the red carpet will be un-
veiled at 5:30 p.m. for a short pre-party.
At 6, the students will introduce their
short films, and there will be a Q&A
to follow. The conversation will be fol-
lowed by a feature film, 2014's Breathe,
which was chosen to compliment
the students' work on account of its
themes of adolescent friendship, vio-
lence, and jealousy.

So what can we expect from Erie's
youngest moviemakers? The most ex-
perimental of the shorts is titled Break
Free, and it follows the interior mono-
logue of a young man who has been
the victim of bullying. Inspired by Ale-

=
.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Local filmmaker and Executive Director
of the Film Society of Northwestern
Pennsylvania John C. Lyons (middle)
coaches two students who worked in the
Erie’s Voices project this summer.

jandro G. Ifarritu's 2014 Oscar winner
Birdman, the film unfolds in a single
take as our protagonist struggles to
deal with his personal demons. Three
students collaborated on it - Isaac
Jones of Union City, Mia Rossi of Mc-
Dowell High School, and Logan Lego of
Mercyhurst Prep.

Alex Staley of East High and Julia
Bollinger of Harborcreek produced
something a bit more classical in form.
Their film, Max and the Fancy Chair,
concerns the unique relationship be-
tween a high school student with a
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BRIDGE!

Learn to Play Bridge at any age

LEARN TO PLAY FAST!!

You can to learn in just a few weeks. You play in a game
your very first lesson. Bring a partner or come alone, you
won't be alone for long. Meet new friends, improve your
mind and learn new tricks. The lessons are for beginners,
and social players who want to learn modern bridge.

First6 lessons, : Price

Take advantage of this opportunity for %2 price lessons. $18
for the first 6 lessons, that’s right, only $3 per lesson. This
is too much fun to pass up. Don't miss out! Guaranteed
Partners! Limited Seating, reserve your spot today!!!

Amencan Contract
Hridge League

Free Parking, Free Refreshment
Where Erie Bridge Association,1221
Grant Avenue, Erie, PA, 16505.
Saturday, September 19"
10.00 a.m. till noon

Elania Dylewski - 460.4365
Kathleen Horan - 866.0048
Mary Tseng - 455.8167

When
Time
Call

Eaffy Bﬁfo/b& %ﬂ@on Closer:

Meet the Eerie Roller Derby Girls
at the Pre-Bout-Stout,

Sat Sept 12™ from 5-7pm
at Erie Ale Works

.........
,,,,,

Enjoy a "\‘
free beer with %
chips & win
2 season
passes!

ammeta
RS DR
- .

Radius CoWork
& Erie Ale Works

)
N
1
3
¥
7,
7
.
o
.
.

.. -
----------

YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

OPEN HOUSE

10

SATURDAY, SEP 192 - 4 P.M.

Thank you to all of our guests and

staff for 10 amazing 1]ears!

Studio Hue

2100 West 8" Street

\
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disability and the football star who tor-
ments him. Expect a surprising twist
from the narrative.

Finally, Isis Atkinson of Collegiate
Academy produced an ambitious doc-
umentary titled Perfectly Different, in
which she interviewed a wide variety
of young people — ranging from high
school aged children to recent college
graduates — about the dangers of peer
aggression. Union City's Benjamin Re-
inke assisted on all three of the night's
productions.

Lyons claims that the program was
successful due to its focus on the stu-
dents' creative impulses. It was im-
portant to make room for “their voic-

es, their own stories... and what they
wanted to say about peer aggression.”
The teaching artists provided the tools,
but the students were given plenty of
space to push their ideas to their fullest
potential.

Plans are in place to continue the
Erie's Voices project in the future,
with the next program devoted to the
issue of violence in our community.
With strong community support (and
a decent turnout at the screening), we
could be witnessing the birth of a new
creative vanguard in Erie.

Dan Schank can be contacted at
dSchank@ErieReader.com.

September 2, 2015
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MIAC 2015-2016 Preview
Get your calendars out, Erie, because you have a lot of shows to see.

By: Ben Speggen

ithin six days of each other,
you can witness a ukulele
chorus and a mandolin virtu-

0so. On one night, two guitar gods will
share the same stage. You can catch a
soon-to-be Broadway hit before it hits
Broadway this fall. You can marvel at
puppets bringing to life critically-ac-
claimed children’s books. A taste of Bol-
lywood comes with a side of Brazilian
folk.

There's even a self-proclaimed certi-
fied lunatic and master of the impos-
sible.

To sum up the upcoming Mercyhurst
Institute for Arts & Culture's 2015-2016
season is damn near impossible. But
eclectic would be a good start. Fun, en-
ergetic, and impressive fit the bill, too.

Booking her second season at the
helm, Christine Olivier de Molina mix-
es recognizable names with bright
up-and-comers in theater, vaudeville,
music, and dance: a seemingly delib-
erately delightful delivery that offers
something for everyone. This line up
is audaciously refreshing in scope. And
to help make sense of all that's to come,
we're giving you the skinny on each act,
noting why they're on radars of those
in the know, and explaining why you
ought to get your calendar out and
start making plans.

An Evening with the Creators
of Invisible Thread

09.09 // Mary D'Angelo
Performing Arts Center

The Skinny: Through spoken word,
musical theater, and gospel, Griffin
Matthews and Matt Gould tell the
story of a young, gay man who trades
his New York life for one in Uganda to
avoid being chastised by his church for

his sexual orientation. After meeting a
group of Ugandan teens suffering their
own crises, the New Yorker sets out on
a quest that'll change both his life and
the lives of those African teenagers for-
ever.

On radars because: Under its pre-
vious title Witness Uganda, this bi-
ographically-based work (based on
Matthews' own excommunication and
subsequent travels to Uganda) gar-
nered much buzz - from Boston Globe,
New York Times, and Huffington Post,
to name a few — during its run at the
American Repertory Theater, lauding
its bright future (hint: Broadway).

Worth seeing because: The work
spurred The Uganda Project, a non-
profit supporting the children Mat-
thews met in Africa; Matthews and
Gould — with the help of a local gospel
choir — will perform this live in Erie;
and they're performing it live here be-
fore it hits Broadway.

Tomas Kubinek - “Certified
Lunatic & Master of
the Impossible”

09.19 // Mary D'Angelo
Performing Arts Center

The Skinny: Many people go to the
theater to escape reality, if only for an
hour or two. Czechoslovakian Vaude-
villian Tomas Kubinek actually es-
caped his reality —Soviet oppression —
by taking to the stage at age 9 to play
the part of the fool, the clown, oozing
with comic charisma.

On radars because: After an early
start, Kubinek's been no slouch, re-
ceiving critical acclaim throughout
the more than thirty countries he's
performed in and notching a sold-out
run on Broadway. Part poet, part actor,
fueled by the energy of the audience,
Kubinek thrives on making each show
distinct (read: the cliché “expect the un-
expected” actually carries weight here).

Worth seeing because: Aside from
claiming to be a “certified lunatic” and
while boasting the title of “master of

the impossible” (really, who needs more
than that?), Kubinek is no stranger to
Erie, having performed here in 2000.
Now he's back - even sticking around
for a weeklong artist-in-residency pro-
gram — to entertain a new generation
and give those who were around be-
fore a revisited romp in the absurd and
ridiculous.

Leif Vollebekk

09.29 // Erie Art Museum

The Skinny: If the 27-year-old Mon-
treal singer-songwriter has a spirit
animal anthem, it might very well be
Joni Mitchell's 1976 “Amelia,” a tale that
captures the push and pull of wander-
lust and the amazement and loneliness
that come with pondering the open
road while focusing more on life’s de-
tails than direction. For those unfamil-
iar with sound, think Ryan Adams or
the soundtrack to Inside Llewyn Davis
but with more grit and soul.

On radars because: With two strong
studio showings (2010’s Inland and
2014's North Americana), Vollebekk
channels Kerouac without the preten-
sion of lesser artists looking to capi-
talize on aloof mystique. He's worked
with several of the Arcade Fire brood
and with producers pushing today's
bigger names. Also, if you run into a
hipster looking to namedrop a rising
artist you likely haven't heard of yet,
it'll be Vollebekk.

Worth seeing because: If Bob Dylan
and Jeff Buckley raised a kid in Canada,
shipped him off to New York, and then
to Paris, it'd be Leif Vollebekk. His lyrics
are just as strong as his voice, making
him a rare, raw combination of poetic
and musical artistry that youll brag
about the rest of the year.

Reshimo by Vertigo
Dance Company

10.13 // Mary D’Angelo
Performing Arts Center

The Skinny: Although no perfect
translation exists, the closest one can
come to understanding the Kabalis-
tic reshimo is memory. Through the
lingering sensations and longing for
the return of moments past, Vertigo
Artistic Director Noa Wertheim cap-
tures both the persistence of vision
and memory through gasp-inducing
choreography that startles as much as
it delights in front of Ran Bagno's fluid
and diverse score.

On radars because: TED darlings, the
Jerusalem-based company (co-founded
by Adi Shaal) gained a global following
after their TEDxTelAviv and TEDGlob-
al performances. Both are equally com-
pelling and equally available online for
preview before seeing it live.

Worth seeing because: The Wash-
ington Post called Reshimo “one of the
best new contemporary pieces,” and
you will leave the theater reflecting on
your own nostalgia while creating an
entirely new memory.

Nels Cline & Julian Lage
10.24 // Walker Recital Hall

The Skinny: Two contemporary gui-
tar gods (it's not blasphemy; trust me)
share the same stage and unleash bold,
experimental sounds made of equal
parts talent, fun, and energy.

On radars because: Known primar-
ily for his contri- [Cont.on page 35]
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Get Back

INnto Your
Fitness . &
Routine o

0/

At LECOM Medical Fitness & Wellness Center, we've .NEW EQUIIPI'HEI'It !"!DI'.E E,n:_'_uP EKE_I'EIS_E : HEJ{t Steps p_rngrams_ 5.
) . including state-of-the-art class offerings to provide you A medically based approach to
enhanced the value of your membership with: cardio equipment a variety of workout options wellness and fitness

— FORMER MEMBER EXCLUSIVE OFFER —

Free Enrollment LECOM

THE JOHN M. & SILVIA FERRETTI
MEDICAL FITNESS & WELLNESS CENTER

Mot valid with ary other offer. Mormbership dues still apply

LEARNMORE  visit LECOMWELLNESS.com | call 814.868.7800

5401 Peach Street; Erie, PA | W) find us on FACEBOOK!

18 | Erie Reader | ErieReader.com September 2, 2015



CALENDAR

ednesday, Sept. 2

Mad Max: Fury Road Goes
Allin for Action Fans

No character better exemplifies the
irresistible energy of Mad Max:
Fury Road than the Doof Warrior.

The Doof Warrior is a psychopath in a
red leotard and a skull mask who is har-
nessed to the top of a souped-up me-
ga-truck, where he plays sludge-metal
licks on a guitar that also doubles as
a flamethrower. He is deliberately and
gleefully ridiculous, the perfect person-
ification of a movie that knows exactly
what its audience wants - and delivers
it with astonishing finesse.

Fury Road follows a recent trend of
no-nonsense cinematic ass-kickers
that opt for focused, innovative spec-

. VILLAGE ROADSHOW PICTURES

tacles instead of pointless subplots and
digressions (see also: Snowpiercer, The
Descent, and The Raid: Redemption).
Within about fifteen minutes, you'll be
treated to a single, extensive car chase
that rarely slows down throughout the
film's 120 minutes. The bare-bones plot
concerns sex trafficking, adding a sur-
prisingly feminist undertone to a film
that could have easily felt like an epi-
sode of WWE SummerSlam.

This subplot also allows Charlize
Theron to chew some serious scenery
as Furiosa, the avenging angel with
a shaved head determined to protect
several young women from a lecher-
ous warlord. She easily outperforms
Tom Hardy's serviceable Max, which
prompted some angry young men on
the Internet to complain that Fury
Roadisn't really a Mad Max movie at all.
Whatever. They can take a whaaaam-
bulance back to Thunderdome.

Do yourself a favor and drop by the
Erie Art Museum on Sept. 2 to experi-
ence a film that is equal parts spaghetti
western, roller coaster ride, and Black
Sabbath concert. Mad Max: Fury Road
is apocalyptic sci-fi action at its very
best. - Dan Schank

Kick-off party at 5:30, Fall Program
Preview at 6:30, Film at 7 p.m. // Erie Art
Museum, E. Fifth St. // erieartmuseum.org/
events/film.html

Friday, Sept. 4

Gimp Guy Hosts Bday
Bash at Bobby's Place

lex Harrilla has been booking

some great shows in Erie for years
through Gimp Guy Underground Pro-
mos, and soon, the Erie Reader 40 Un-
der 40 member will have a very special
show for him.

Bobby's Place will host Gimp Guy's
Bday Bash Friday, Sept. 4, a night ded-
icated to a man who battles Muscu-
lar Dystrophy every day and hasn't
stopped giving Erieites a chance to
shine on stage. The night promises a
premier, multi-genre lineup, including
ska-punk outfit Oh No! It's Mustard

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Gas, hip-hop artist Tone Fach, sing-
er-songwriter JC Nickles, and several
other talented performers ready to cel-
ebrate Harrilla's 40th birthday in prop-
er fashion. — Alex Bieler

7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 4 // 1202 W. 18th St. //
facebook.com/gimpguyunderground

Friday, Sept. 4

Northwestern Pennsylvania
Artists Association’s
Biennial Show Opens

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

he former Under The Clock restau-
rant at the Boston Store hosts one
of the most creative shows in the Erie
area this fall. The NPAA is Erie and
the surrounding area’s premier artists’
organization, with active members in-

Erie Arts & Culture

Project grants of up to $5,000 available.
Attend a FREE workshop to learn more.

September 10, 12:00 p.m.
Erie Movie House
West Lake Road, Erie

September 15, 4:00 p.m.

September 10, 7:00 p.m.
North East Arts Council
Vine Street, North East

Corry Area Historical Society
Mead Avenue, Gorry

September 17, 5:00 p.m.
Out of the Grey Coffeehouse
West Lake Road, Fairview

September 21, 5:00 p.m.
Eclectic Etcetera Coffeehouse
Erie Street, Edinboro

Register at erieartsandculture.org
Photo Credit-Young Artists Debut Orchestra, Perry 200
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ATTENTION
ACTORS!

UPCOMING
AUDITIONS

MRS. BOB
CRATCHIT'S
WILD
CHRISTMAS
BINGE

SUNDAY
09/20
4:00p

p—
PACA1505.COM

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 25 @ 7:00p

/’ PERFORMING ARTISTS A "‘E"'n-'-‘m'r-
COLLECTIVE ALLIANCE %

1505 STATE ST 2"° FLR, ERIE, PA (814)434-0687

ErieReader.com | Erie Reader |

19



You fought for our homes.

* Rental Assistance
* Child Care Services
* Auto Repair Assistance
+ Utility Assistance
L

&
-

i

VeIl fight for yours.

For more information, please call:

1-855-431-3755

Erie Pa. 16505

Doors open @ 6:30
Whistie blows @ 7:30
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Presque Isle Skating and Event Center

3162 West Lake Rd,  $10 in advance, $12 @ the door
12 yrs. and Under Free
FERIEROLLERGIRLS.COM

Aiter party @ the Oasis
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cluding nearly every familiar visual
artist any art fan can think of.

Two years ago, this show displayed
never-before-seen work by Fran
Schanz, Jamie Borowicz, Jan Lutz, Mary
Hamilton, Dan Byler, Kris Risto, and
Michael Tkach - perhaps because the
rules governing most exhibits don't ap-
ply here. See, there is no jury selecting
work, and size restrictions are thrown
out the window. NPAA members bring
their best work in an attempt to out-do
the other members with outrageous,
surprising, and finely-honed pieces.
In fact, much of the work entered by
the membership is created exclusively
for this show and will never be shown
again.

The space at the Boston Store pro-
vides possibly the most accessible ven-
ue this show has ever graced. Dozens
of pure white 10-foot panels have been
installed among the marble columns
to ensure a professional gallery expe-
rience. This is the best place every two
years to see what Erie’s visual artists
really have to offer. Compare the talent
displayed here in photographs, paint-
ings, sculptures, assemblages, and who-
knows-what-else will show up to any
other region in the country and you
will come to the conclusion that our
corner of Pennsylvania stacks up nice-
ly.— Bryan Toy

Opening reception: 7 to 9 p.m. Friday, Sept.
4; continues through Oct. 2 // Corner of
Eighth and State streets // npaaonline.org

Friday, Sept. 4

A Canterbury Feast Celebrates
Its 35th Anniversary
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hen I first went to A Canterbury
Feast more than 20 years ago
with friends who had been there be-
fore, I was informed that I should bring
silverware if I wanted to keep my hands
clean during dinner, as there would
be none provided. The Feast, you see,
was loosely based on a royal medieval
banquet where our servers would be
dressed in period costume and be hap-
py to answer to the monikers “Wench”
or “Knave.”
Indeed, silverware was absent, as
guests were expected to navigate the
consumption of their whole roast

chicken, salad greens, and brimming
soup with naught but a hunk of
bread ripped from the shared loaf. Be-
tween courses, those same knaves and
wenches transformed into the talent-
ed “Greensleeve Players,” the cast of a
musical comedy performed with much
bawdy abandon. Innuendo and ribald-
ry were rife, as were moments of pure
silliness. Often, the toast of “Wassail!”
filled the room as all raised their glass-
es in revelry. And when it was all over,
hot towels were hurled at the guests
and the beautiful “When That I Was a
Little Tiny Boy” was sung by the cast to
end the evening. Big fun — messy hands
and all - was had by all.

This tradition started at Mercyhurst
College in 1981 and is now the longest
running medieval dinner theater in the
nation. Today, you can participate in
this bit of historically goofy and deli-
cious merriment at the Station Dinner
Theater until Nov. 21. I went last year
and can attest that big fun is still had
by all. Warning: Don't forget to bring
silverware if you want to keep your
hands clean! - Bryan Toy

7 p.m. Fridays; 5:30 p.m. Saturdays; 2:30
p.m. Sundays (Labor Day Weekend Sunday
Show at 6 p.m.) // 4940 Peach St. //
864.2022

Friday, Sept. 4

Dramashop Continues
Angels Story

ometimes a story is so big, it can't

be told in one sitting. Such is the
case with Tony Kushner's Pulitzer
Prize-winning Angels in America, the
scope of which is so broad, so import-
ant, it's told in two parts.

Dramashop undertook Part One: Mil-
lennium Approaches back in June as
part of its Mainstage Series. This week-
end, Angels in America, Part Two: Per-
estroika opens at Erie’'s contemporary
theater company. Much of the original
cast from June will be reprising their
roles.

Perestroika can stand on its own as
a compelling story; but it is its part in

September 2, 2015
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Back to school

s@ﬁ\ber Spé’o

SanDCILLe

spa & treatment studio

2640 West 8th St.
Erie, PA 16505

814.456.7400

sandcille.com /
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OFF

Min. $50 purchase of any reg. priced item. Not valid with any other offers or
specials. Expires 9/30/2015

Running & Walking
SPECIALTIES

@ 2309 W 12th Street Erie,
PA 16505

€ 814-871-6320
() www.achillesrunning.us

Our free gait analysis will help you find the shoe that's right for you!

the ultimate medical & technical running & walking shop
Running & Walking Shoes ® Apparel ® Accessories
We actually fit you for shoes!

STLOND EAND RS

CONSIGNMENTS

& U FRAME IT
theposterannex
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IFrEladlne EE]EL

351 W 261H ST.ERIE, PA
814-433-3061
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Sat
-3
MOVING & ESTATE SALES
dind, your name b /flﬁ%
backtopchosl L Japhion ﬁlﬂ
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814-456-1313 www.ufipax.com

LECOM

99tk Mainstage Seasan Sponsar

Seruory Friendly performance Sept 19 82pm

September 10-13, 16-20, 24-27, 2045

Under the sea enchantment.

Added Matinees Sept. 19 € 26 at 2pm
Family Seaion Sporuer

UPMC Hearrn Puay - Wecona Sl

erieplayhouse.org OR 814.454.2852 To get the best seats - Call NOW!
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the epic that is Angels in America
that gives it its true power. Audienc-
es continue to follow the characters
they met in Millennium Approaches,
as they struggle to find acceptance,
love and peace in the face of loss, all
in the midst of the AIDS crisis.

When it premiered in 1993, Perestroi-
ka was lauded by Frank Rich of the
New York Times as being “not only a
stunning resolution of the rending
human drama of Part 1, ‘Millennium
Approaches, but also a true millenni-
al work of art, uplifting, hugely com-
ic and pantheistically religious in a
very American style.”

It's heartbreaking and revelatory,
challenging and moving. In short, it's
the perfect way to open Dramashop’s
2015-16 season. If you need (yet an-
other) reason to make the opening on
Friday, stop by an hour before curtain
for a pre-show reception hosted by
Don and Susan Baxter, Carl Larese,
and Jim Cornell. — Sara Toth

7 p.m. Sept. 4-5, Sept. 11- 12, Sept.
18-19 // Dramashop, Renaissance
Centre, 2nd Floor, 1001 State St.

// Dramashop.org // $25 Friday
(includes opening reception); $12 for
subsequent shows; $15 at the door; $5
with student ID.

Saturday, Sept. 5 a series of sweet short-performance

EDM Extravaganza Features
Live DJ Sets from Local and
Regional Genre-Blenders

NatasK

n all-awesome, all-ages, all-live

EDM extravaganza is dropping
hard at Basement Transmissions this
month.

Hosted by Gem City-based EDM pro-
duction company AFTRMrKT Records,
After Hours is bringing electronic
dance music into the Basement on
Sept. 5, featuring live DJ sets from local
genre-blending artist NatasK and oth-
er percussion-pushing notables from
all around the region, including TREEZ,
DJ C, and Bass Bandage.

AFTRMIrKT recently started posting

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

videos featuring some of the artists
who will be doing their things at After
Hours, so check its Facebook page to
get a taste or two of what's in store.

And, from there, come to the all-ages,
drug/alcohol/drama-free venue ready
to be cool, get loose, and get down to
the thump. - Ryan Smith

9 p.m. // 145 W. 11th St. // facebook.com/
AFTRMrKT Records

Saturday, Sept. 5

Special Guest and Two-Bird
Stone Rock Kings Rook Club

pecial Guest: “Truly unique.”

That’'s the plain-and-simple way
the Edinboro-based psychedelic funk-
rock quintet likes to describe itself.
And the band fits that description well
— molding elements of fuzzy psyche-
delia, stompin’ funk, and hard-driving
rock into a vibe that looks like a lot of
fun, and sounds like a lot of fun, and is,
well, a helluva good time.

Local 21+ showgoers are all invited to
get to know Special Guest when they
play the King's Rook Club on Saturday,
Sept. 5.

There, Special Guest will be joined
by their own special guests, Two-Bird

Stone, making for an evening of earfuls
of funkness. — Ryan Smith

9 p.m. // 1921 Peach St. // facebook.
com/kingsrookclub

Wednesday, Sept. 9

Experience Eye-opening
Theater with “An Evening
with the Creators of
Invisible Thread”

hat weaves together spoken
word, musical theater, and gos-
pel into one performance? For Griffin
Matthews and Matt Gould, it's the sto-
ry of the Invisible Thread of personal
crisis that leads a young man from
the streets of New York City halfway
across the globe and into the lives of
orphaned teenagers in Uganda.
Sure, you may be thinking to your-

HOME l’R‘HW'ﬁI DINNER

&5 e
c'o‘»“'
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DR A ISING pin
TICKETS - $125 EA.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 11, 2013
COCKTAILS AT 6 OCLOCK
DINNER. AT .-f OCLOCK

. ” i, e
‘“ieul_m S0

(_:OOPELL L:A[\DENS

& HOMESTEAD ,sg¢f
Farm Marké‘"ci&\% 3-6 pm

10th Annual Homegrown
Harvest Festival

Sunday, Sept. 13, 12-5pm
Visit goodellgardens.org
for details and full calendar.
221 WATERFORD ST.
(ROUTE 6N), EDINBORO
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¢*ERIE IRISH
ESTIVAL«@

September 18-20
St.Patrick Church

138 East 4t" Street

New This Year:
Sports Bar televising both

College & NFL Football Games...
An irish Weekend Featuring

FRIDAY OPENING CEREMONY WITH BAGPIPERS

Irish music, both traditional & rock
Irish dancers - Whiskey tasting
Enjoy the music and entertainment all weekend long!

Friday 5:80 - 1:80PM | Saturday Noon - 1:86PM | Sunday 11:80 - 5:66PM

erieirishfestival.com - {Free Admission} - Free Parking
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DEVOTED TO LASTING INNER PEACE

e Energies of Your Life

By Finding Inner Peace
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self: Self, I already know this story:
Someone’s seeking refuge from poten-
tial calamity in the most basic of ways:
by running away from it. And you may
think you can guess the impending plot
twist: additional — perhaps even more
challenging - crises lie ahead (which
may or not lead to some sort of epiph-
any or cosmic tragedy — depending on
the mood of the storyteller).

While that may be one of the most
universal tales in humanity (heck,
weTre all running from - and looking
for — something, aren't we?), Matthews
and Gould give the story an urgent con-
temporary facelift. This makes it both
relevant and captivating without being
stale, exploring sexuality, religion, and
global injustice. What makes this sig-
nificant to Erie is that the co-creators
are bringing the music of their already
award-winning show — backed by a lo-
cal gospel choir — here before it debuts
on Broadway this fall.

So be there. You can brag to friends
that you saw the next big thing in Erie
before it was big in the Big Apple.
—Ben Speggen

7:30 p.m. // Mary D’Angelo Performing Arts
Center, 501 E. 38th St. // miac.mercyhurst.
edu

Thursday, Sept. 10

Arts & Drafts Fest Kicks
Off at The Brewerie

rts & Drafts Fest will bring its cele-

bration of music, art, and beer back
to The Brewerie this fall, as the Erie tra-
dition kicks off a three-day run Thurs-
day, Sept. 10.

The twice-a-year event will continue
in The Gem City, as The Brewerie hosts
creative minds ready to treat your eyes,
ears, and taste buds all under one roof.
The event will run from noon to mid-
night all three days, giving you a com-
bined 36 hours to feast on some live
music, and art exhibits, while down
some cold brews, thanks to some of
Erie's most gifted artists. — Alex Bieler

Noon to midnight through Saturday, Sept.
12 // 123 W. 14th St. // brewerie.com

Thursday, Sept. 10

Highland Games Bring Out
the Scot in the Lot of Us

ilted or not, everyone can get a little
(or, a lot) Scottish at the Highland
Games on the green, rolling campus of
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania.
From traditional Scottish fare to bag-
pipers and caber tosses, rugby tourna-
ments, and (very) old-school heavy ath-
letics, to free music workshops and live
performances, the festival - now in its
22nd year — offers a spirited nod to all
things Scottish.

As part of all that Scottish heritage
and fanfare, this year's Games also fea-
tures regional and national Scottish fid-
dle championships, Celtic dance-offs,

and even an all-new beer tasting event
that puts a spotlight on some fine local
breweries.

And vyes, if you look around, there
surely is haggis to be found.
—Ryan Smith

6 to 9 p.m. Thursday; 3 to 9 p.m. Friday,
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday; 10:45 a.m.

to noon Sunday // 219 Meadbville St.,
Edinboro // edinboro.edu

Thursday, Sept. 10

The Little Mermaid Opens
at the Erie Playhouse

he Erie Playhouse has big plans for

The Little Mermaid, as the beloved
Hans Christian Anderson tale — and, of
course, Disney film - kicks off the the-
ater’s Mainstage season starting Thurs-
day, Sept. 10.

The aquatic adventure will get the
Playhouse treatment, as the tale of
mermaid-meets-less-fishy-prince  will
enchant you with its heartfelt love sto-
ry. Fans of the Disney film's score will
get a chance to hear songs like “Under
the Sea” on the Playhouse stage, thanks
to a cast led by real-life couple Nicole
and Jared Lossie as Ariel and Prince
Eric. Head out to see The Little Mer-
maid for a fun, family affair this Sep-
tember. — Alex Bieler

7:30 p.m. Sept. 10-12, 16-19, and 24-26,
and 2 p.m. Sept. 13, 19, 20, 26, and 27 //
13 W. 10th St. // erieplayhouse.org

Friday, Sept. 11

Goodell Gardens Hosts
Homegrown Dinner

oodell Gardens will treat some
lucky Erieites to a true farm-to-
table dining experience Friday, Sept.
11 when the Edinboro establishment
hosts their Homegrown Dinner.
Diners will be treated to a lovely night
of food and fun, as Goodell Gardens

September 2, 2015
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and BabyBlue Modern Catering will
present five courses of delicious dish-
es and the stories of the regional farms
that grew the ingredients. In addition
to providing edible entertainment, the
night will serve as a preview to the
Harvest Festival Art Show and feature
live music. Don't wait too long before
getting your ticket, as only a limited
number of spots are available for the
event. — Alex Bieler

6 to 10 p.m. // 221 Waterford St., Edinboro
// goodellgardens.com
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Friday, Sept. 11

Raise a Glass to Oktoberfest
at St. Joseph Church

rost! Oktoberfest is back in Erie

when St. Joseph Church hosts
three days of celebrating German her-
itage Sept. 11 through 13.

You can't have a proper Oktoberfest
event without some great German
food and beer, and St. Joseph Church
won' disappoint. In fact, the three-day
fest will feature a special Oktoberfest
beer made for the event by The Brew-
erie. Live music will give you some
tunes to go with your celebratory le-
derhosen. In addition, partial proceeds
from the event will go to the AJO For-
ever Foundation, making Oktoberfest
a celebration for the future as much as
a remembrance of German heritage. -
Alex Bieler

Sept. 11to 13 // 127 W. 24th St. //
erieoktoberfest.com

Friday, Sept. 11

Night Lights Shine Bright
in Sherman, N.Y.

've said it a few times now to a few

different people: If I had to pick one
and only one summer music festival to
attend, it would be the one happening
in Sherman, NY. at the beginning of
fall.

Thank goodness, I didn't have to make
that kind of decision. But if I were to
have had to, I probably would of glad-
ly stuck by the Night Lights Fall Music
Festival - out of all the others, big and

JOSHURA MASTROIANNI
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small, around the region - as my go-to
one.

Why?

Well, because it seems that the festi-
val - Sept. 11 and 12— is going to be truly,
truly amazing, both sonically and so-
cially: A music-and-light-driven, cozy
gathering of somewhere around 1,500
groove-minded people, nestled on the
same legendary, lush, beautiful-wood-
ed grounds the Great Blue Heron Mu-
sic Festival has made its home for near-
ly a quarter-century.

And oh yeah, Night Lights features
live performances from prolific, fun,

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

great-to-see-live (and just great) artists
RJD2, Marco Benevento, the Werks, and
a slew of other top-shelf, genre-blend-
ing performers from all over the re-

September 2, 2015
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Mercyhurst Institute for Arts & Culture

2015-16 SEASON
Lo (bllebeld

Sept. 29 -7:30 p.m.
Erie Art Museum

S~—=" " “There$a Mﬂm[ hesohance

to his ballads that makes them both

Timeless ad monumental

despite their ragged fragility.”

... ~Thelndependent

A kaleidoscopic artist of the folk

genre, Montreal singer-songwriter Leif
Vollebekk delivers delicate and vibrant
music that has earned him comparisons
to Bob Dylan, Paul Simon and Lou Reed. f

TICKETS:
miac.mercyhurst.edu
814-824-3000
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gion and beyond, including Aqueous,
Smackdab, Jimkata, Lazlo Hollyfeld,
Broccoli Samurai, and more.

Beyond all that serious ear candy,
there's the eye-popping extravagan-
za of light that gives Night Lights its
name: A mile-long display (the brain-
child of light artist Doug Sitler) illumi-
nating the festival grounds’ woodlands.

For a music-and-camping festival
fan such as myself, that all sounds like
a just-about-perfect way to spend a
weekend.

Having originally started as just a se-
ries of small, random gatherings — just
parties, really — at that gorgeous Chau-
tauqua County locale, Night Lights has
been especially soaring the past cou-
ple of years, bringing in high-caliber
live acts like Grammy Award-winning
Snarky Puppy, Benevento, Dopapod,
and Turkuaz, just to name a few.

“This is year five were coming up on
now,” Scott Molloy, one of Night Lights’
chief creators and organizers, told me
during a recent phone chat. “It was sort
of arandom start,” he added, but “it's re-
ally taken off from there.”

That's happened for good reason -
Night Lights adds a completely new,
completely unique annual event to the
region's already-very-cool live music
festival scene.

“We try to really focus on the quality
and the diversity of the music,” Molloy
said - and it shows.

And, as far as the light installation
and other aesthetic elements, Sitler
and other in-house artists “go pret-
ty, pretty insane with taking over the
woods,” he said with a laugh.

Visually stunning. Sonically stellar.

Look and sound good? Then Night
Lights is where youll want to find
yourself saying goodnight to summer.
—Ryan Smith

9 a.m. to midnight, each day // 2361 Wait
Corners Road, Panama, N.Y. 14767 //
NightLightsFest.com

Saturday, Sept. 12

MIAC Presents Everyman

You don't have to travel to London to
catch a performance of Carol Ann
Duffy's adaptation of Everyman at the
National Theatre. A quick jaunt to Mer-
cyhurst University will do the trick.

Everyman, starring BAFTA winner
and Academy Award nominee Chiwetel
Ejiofor in the title role, is in the midst
of its run at the National Theatre, and
through National Theatre Live, the
production is being streamed live all
across the globe —including a showing
at 12:55 p.m. Sept. 12 at the Mary DAn-
gelo Performing Arts Center as part of
Mercyhurst Institute for Arts & Cul-
ture’s fall lineup.

Everyman is one of English drama’s

KAYRON

oldest plays; its story is just as time-
less. Everyman is, well, an everyman
— you, me, the person next to you on
the bus or in line at the grocery store.
He's successful, popular, and very much
alive — and about to die. When death
comes calling, he’s forced to abandon
everything and desperately, frantical-
ly search for someone to speak in his
defense against death, to give a good
enough reason for him to keep living.

There's a reason this story is a classic:
its primal, spiritual core explores life
and death and our understanding of
both. It's been a cornerstone of English
drama and literature since the 15th cen-
tury, and this production streaming
into Erie is adapted by Duffy, a power-
house of a poet and playwright, who
was appointed Britain's Poet Laureate
in 2009. So when audiences see Every-
man, they're seeing something simulta-
neously very old and very new — and
very, very powerful. — Sara Toth

12:55 p.m. // 501 E. 38th St. // miac.
mercyhurst.edu // General Admission: $18;
Senior/Military/Student: $15; Children: $10;
MU student with ID: $7.50

Saturday, Sept. 12

Picture the Life of
a Photograph

STAY THIS MOMENT

ROBERT GILKA

eteran photographers and ama-
teurs alike should be excited about

September 2, 2015



Sam Abell's upcoming visit to Erie Sat-
urday, Sept. 12. This world-renowned
photographer, artist, teacher, and au-
thor who has had a thirty-year career
with National Geographic, will be a
guest of the Photographic Arts Society
of Northwestern PA, courtesy of the
Canon Explorers of Light program.

Abell's presentation will be based on
his most recent publication The Life of
a Photograph. He will discuss the pro-
cess and techniques of making mean-
ingful photography and offer com-
parisons of works to discuss aesthetic
choices when working. He will also re-
late some of the adventures experi-
enced while traveling and capturing
images from every corner of the globe.

Besides The Life of a Photograph,
Abell is author of the books Stay This
Moment, Seeing Gardens, and Sam
Abell: The Photographic Life.

The Canon Explorers of Light pro-
gram makes it possible for top photo-
graphic artists to present their work to
audiences free of charge and especially
encourages young artists to explore
photography as an art and career.

The seminar is open to all with a $35
fee for adults and free entry for high
school and college students (includes
lunch). Paid registration must be re-
ceived by Sept. 6 to guarantee a lunch.
Students should send an email by Sept
6 to paraydo2z@aol.com. The email
should include name and school.

The proliferation of selfies aside, pho-
tography at its finest is still a powerful
art form. Abell is one of the masters of
the fine art photograph; this is a not-to-
be-missed opportunity to learn from a
great. —Mary Birdsong

9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. // Zurn Science Center,
Room 104 // Adults $35; Students, free //
pasnwpa.org/category/workshops, 823-
9005

Saturday, Sept 12

Barber Beast on the
Bay is Back

. SR C
re you ready to battle the Beast?
Erie's biggest obstacle course re-
turns to Presque Isle State Park Satur-
day, Sept. 12, with more than 1,200 en-
trants expected to take on Beast on the
Bay’s courses.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Barber National Institute started
Beast on the Bay back in 2013, providing
Erie with a challenging obstacle course
while raising funds to support work
with children and adults with disabili-
ties. For people looking for a challenge,
you can sign up for the Beast’s 10-mile
course or the 1.2-mile adapted course
for individuals with physical or devel-
opmental disabilities. Even if you don't
want to take on the Beast, you can still
watch contestants fight through obsta-
cles in designated cheer zones. Head
online to register today and take on the
Beast for yourself. — Alex Bieler

Saturday, Sept. 12 // Beach 11, Presque Isle
State Park // barberbeast.org

Saturday, Sept. 12

Go Hug a Tree

rontier Park is the city's playground.

We play soccer and watch movies
there. We slide down its snowy slopes
each winter. Now, it's time to celebrate
the space and what makes it so special
— the trees - at the 17th Annual LEAF
festival at Frontier Park on Saturday,
Sept. 12, hosted by the Lake Erie Arbo-
retum at Frontier.

Festivities include a “tree-sure” hunt,
tree plantings, fitness events, and edu-
cational and nature-based exhibits by
LEAF and other local organizations.
Food vendors will be available through-
out the event and live music will float
through the branches. Family-friendly
activities such as crafts, face painting,
giant bubbles, storytellers and more
will keep the kiddos entertained.

A poster contest for kids K-5 will cul-
minate at the event with cash prizes
being awarded in three age categories.
Deadline for entry is Sept. 11 at 5 p.m.
Entrants must depict what they think
the “value of trees” are. See the website
for details on how to submit.

All sorts of goodies may be won in
the Chinese auction, proceeds of which
will benefit LEAF educational pro-
gramming.

Free and open to all, this is a great
chance to explore what Frontier has to
offer and remind yourself that summer
is not over just yet! —Mary Birdsong

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. // 1501 W. Sixth St. //
453.5323, leaferie.org/event/17th-annual-
leaf-festival/
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CALENDAR

Sunday, Sept. 13

'71 Examines a Troubling
Time in Irish history

971 was a tough year to be in North-

ern Ireland.

The period commonly known as the
“Troubles” was in full force, pitting Na-
tionalists against Loyalists, Catholics
against Protestants, and the Irish Re-
publican Army against the British one.
French director Yann Demange drops
us into this conflict, through the eyes
of a stoic, bewildered British solider
named Gary. Though Gary is treated
sympathetically, the film maintains an
impartial tone, outlining the brutality
each competing group was capable of
dishing out and receiving, as the sol-
dier tries to survive a violent night in
Belfast.

If youre new to Irish politics, sort-
ing out all of the film's allegiances can
prove confusing. But that's also kind of
the point. As we watch an injured Gary
wander about town, we must decide
who is (and isn't) trustworthy along
with him - and the lines between he-
roes and villains begin to blur.

'7I's mixture of moral complexity and
tense action calls to mind Katheryn Bi-
gelow's engrossing film The Hurt Lock-
er. Though Demange’s feature offers a
more trustworthy protagonist, both
movies use action to examine the phys-
ical, moral, and ideological chaos of
war. '71 doesn't have quite as much style
as Bigelow's Oscar winner, but it tells a
thoughtful and visceral story about a
troubled time nonetheless. On Sept. 13,
drop by the Mercyhurst Institute for
Arts and Culture for a challenging look
at recent history. - Dan Schank

Film at 2 p.m. // Mercyhurst Institute for
Arts and Culture // 501 E. 38th St. // miac.
mercyhurst.edu/

September 2, 2015
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NORTHWESTERN
PENNSYLVANIA
ARTI5TS ASSOCIATION
EXHIBITION

iennia

underthe dock

HISTORIC
BOSTON STORE
& COURTYARD

8TH & STATE STREET
|

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
THROUGH FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2

COINCIDES WITH GALLERY NIGHT
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

EVENT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
12 NOON - 5:00 PM
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

OPENING
RECEPTION
FRIDAY, SEPTEMDER 4
7:00-10:00 PM

MID-DAY ARTISTS' SALON TALKS
WEDNESDAY5S NOON-1:00 PM

SEPTEMBER 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30TH
(BRING A BROWN BAG LUNCH & ENJOY)

YOU'RE INVITED
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JIPY!

Erie Art Museum

FALL 2015 Film Schedule @ 7pm e Trailers & Details

filmsocietynwpa.org

9/2 MAD MAX: FURY ROAD (2015) KICK OFF PARTY
g/g STEVE JOBS: THE MAN IN THE MACHINE (2015)

Documentary/Technology | Sponsored by Young Erie Professionals

9/1 6 BREATHE (2015) WITH ERIE’'S VOICES STUDENT FILMS AT 6PM

Sponsored by Erie Arts and Culture and CORE Positive Youth Development

9/23 LANDFILL HARMONIC (2014)

Documentary/Music/Enviroment

9/30 FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD (2015)

Drama/Romance

/

/

/

[

/

/

/

0/7 earTisan 2015 WINNER:SUNDANCE 2015 WORLD CINEMA SPECIAL

Drama/Thriller JURY AWARD FOR CINEMATOGRAPHY

0/1 4 MERCHANTS OF DOUBT (2015) WITH CLIMATE CHANGE PANEL

Documentary/Enviroment | Sponsored by Community Resilience Working Group

0/21 THE INVITATION (2016) SPECIAL PREVIEW SCREENING

Thriller

0/28 MULHOLLAND DR.(2001)

Drama/Mystery/Thriller

1/4 amv cors)

Documentary/Biography/Music

1/1 1 ME AND EARLY AND THE DYING GIRL (2015)

Comedy/Drama

1/1 8 MERU (2015)

Documentary/Adventure
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by the Pennsylvania
Council on the Art:
state agency funded by
the Commonwea Ith of
Pennsylvania and the
National Endowment
for the Arts, a federal
agency.”

A STATE
AGENCY
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CALENDAR

MUSIC

Wagner & Winston

Sept.4—6to9 p.m.

Arundel Cellars,
11727 East Main Rd.
arundelcellars.com.

Mister F

Sept.4—9 p.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921
Peach St. facebook.
com/kingsrookclub.

Bobby V's Live
Acoustic Show
Sept.5—2to5p.m.

Arundel Cellars,
11727 East Main Rd.
arundelcellars.com.

Special Guest &
Two Bird Stone
Sept.5—9 p.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921
Peach St. facebook.
com/kingsrookclub.

An Evening with
the Creators of
“Invisible Thread”

Sept. 9 —7:30 p.m.

Mary D’Angelo Performing
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th

St. mercyhurst.edu.

Ron Yarman

Sept.10 — 6:30 to 7:15 p.m.
The Brewerie, 123 W

14th St. brewerie.com.
The Nelon's

Sept.10 —7to 9 p.m.
Christ E Free Church in
Saegertown, 19682 Hill
Rd. christefree.wix.com.
Jason B. McCann

Sept.10 — 7:30 to 8:15 p.m
The Brewerie, 123 W

14th St. brewerie.com.
The Mighty Sea

Sept.10 — 8:30 to 9:15 p.m
The Brewerie, 123 W

14th St. brewerie.com.
Matt Boland

Sept.10 — 9:30 t0 10:45 p.m
The Brewerie, 123 W

14th St. brewerie.com.
Jake Johns
Sept.11—6:30 to 7:15 p.m
The Brewerie, 123 W

14th St. brewerie.com.
Sean P. Clark

Sept. 11— 7:30 to 8:15 p.m
The Brewerie, 123 W

14th St. brewerie.com.

Planet Claire

Sept.11—8to 9 p.m

The Brewerie, 123 W
14th St. brewerie.com.

Spooky Spooky
Sept.11—8:30 to 9:15 p.m

The Brewerie, 123 W
14th St. brewerie.com.

This American
Song & New
Morning Sunrise
& Hard Money
Sept.11—9 p.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921
Peach St. facebook.
com/kingsrookclub.

Sonny's Fugitives
Sept.11—9:30 t0 10:30 p.m

The Brewerie, 123 W
14th St. brewerie.com.

East Ave.

Sept.11 —11 p.m.
to midnight

The Brewerie, 123 W
14th St. brewerie.com.

Wayne Douglas
& Miles Altman
Sept.12—6:30 to 7:15 p.m.

The Brewerie, 123 W
14th St. brewerie.com.

Justin Moyar

Sept.12 —7:30 to 8:15 p.m.

The Brewerie, 123 W
14th St. brewerie.com.

The Remnants

Sept.12—8to 9 p.m.

The Brewerie, 123 W
14th St. brewerie.com.

Jess Royer

Sept.12 —8:30 to 9:15 p.m.

The Brewerie, 123 W
14th St. brewerie.com.

Whiskey Daredevils

Sept.12—9 p.m.

Kings Rook Club, 1921
Peach St. facebook.
com/kingsrookclub.

The Lower Eastside
Connection
Sept.12—9:30

t010:30 p.m.

The Brewerie, 123 W
14th St. brewerie.com.

Special Guest
Sept.12—11p.m.
to midnight

The Brewerie, 123 W
14th St. brewerie.com.

The Heliotropes

Sept.14—3to 6 p.m.

St. Paul’s lot, 453 W
16th St. facebook.com/
events/848757085201136.

DANCE

Fabulous Fifty
Fundraiser

Sept. 2-30

Erie Dance Conservatory
Company, 8335

Edinboro Rd.
eriedanceconservatory.org

Grinch Auditions

Sept.6 —2to3 p.m.

Erie Dance Conservatory
Company, 8335

Edinboro Rd.
eriedanceconservatory.org

Children’s Division
& Adult Auditions
Nutcracker
Auditions

Sept.12—10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Lake Erie Ballet,
701 Holland St
lakeerieballet.org.

FOOD & DRINK

Findley Lake
Harvest Festival

Sept. 4 —5to 8 p.m, Sept.
5,6—9a.m.to7p.m.

Findley Lake, Downtown
Findley Lake NY 14736
visitfindleylake.com.

WineFest

Sept.5 —noon to 8 p.m.

Ambassador Banquet
& Conference Center,
7792 Peach St.
courtyardwinery.com.

Lavery 2nd
Anniversary Party
Sept.5—2p.m.

to midnight

Lavery Brewing Company,
128 W 12th St. Unit 101
laverybrewing.com.

Arts & Drafis Fest

Sept. 10-12

The Brewerie, 123 W
14th St. brewerie.com.

Cincy Beer Festival

Sept.11-12 — 6:30 to 11 p.m.

Fountain Square, 1410
Race St, Cincinnati, OH
45202. eriebrewingco.com.

Tailgate Pairing
Sept.11— 7 p.m.

Presque Isle Wine
Cellars, 9440 W. Main
St. piwine.com.

ANNIVERSARY

6th Anniversary & Renovations

CLOSED: Sept. 7,8 &9
RE- OPENING: Sept. 9th Anniversary Class 6-7:30 pm (donations only)
ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL: 6 Class Pass for $30 (available to purchase

till 9/12) & $6 drop in fees (till 9/12) O(,,_]_D-ie
/ t‘.!:. 4 | -

b 4
WE ARE

New Customer? Schedule your
clean & check this month & receive

10% Off your entire bill! 4
Existing customers receive a $60, 4
FREE furnace clean & check "4Lu95
with 2 new customer referrals. QEEI

Free estimates on New Installations!

"A CANTERBURY FEAST"|

The Original AND Longest Running
Medieval-Style Musical Comedy in the U.S.A.

p* }Pa, This Year's Hysterical ALLNEW show.."A CANTERBURY TAIL"
"‘”{'- Eat, Drink & be Merry with no utensils!

Reserve NOW! Tickts Avatlol onlne 247 orCall $14-864-2022
Fri. 7:00, Sat. 5:30, Sun, 2:30 .[ATIQN

Sept. 5, 6%, 12, 13, 18, 19, 25, 26
(note: Sun, Sept. 6th at 6:00 pm) & DONNER THEATRE
www.canterburyfeast.com 4040 Peach & * Brie. Pa 16508

“A CANTERBURY FEAST" TIMELINE

S, E— Y ——— T FLLLE] 2015
Moot gimtie SRR,  DEL S SEam
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ﬂ 814.459.8000

2015 FALL SCHEDULE Feteor
JEARORN
AII prog rams are held at times scheduled at the Jefferson Educational Society, 3207 State Street, Erie, PA 16508.

DAY / DATE / TIME TITLE PROGRAM TYPE

Thurs./Sept. 3/4-5:30 Remarkable Women: Lady Bird Johnson Corrine Egan, B.A.

Tues./Sept. 8/7-8:30 Education and Its Discontent E’::)":L" iﬂ?sﬁi’i_mm“_

Wed./Sept. 9/7-8:30 Benjamin Franklin: Rascal or Raconteur? Barry Grossman, LD.

Thurs./Sept. 10/7-8:30 The Enduring Power of Beauty Michael DeSanctis, Ph. D.

Fri./Sept. 11/11:30- 1:30 Erie Politics Yesterday: Two Transformational Mayors Who Paved the Way for Lou Tullio and the Era of Modern Mayors | Dr. Willlam P. Garvey

Mon/Sept. 14/7-8:30 1865: The End of the Civil War — The Sesquicentennial Retrospective George Deutsch, BA.

Tues./Sept. 15/7-8:30 Disaster in Erie: The Millcreek Flood Jerry Skrypzak, Ret. Lt.

Wed./Sept. 16/7-8:30 The History of Wine in Pennsylvania and in Erie County Doug Morehead, B.A.

Thurs./Sept. 17/7-8:30 Music That Changed America Anna Celenza, Ph. D.*

Tues./Sept. 22/7-8:30 As Erie Public Schools Go, So Goes Erie: The State of Erie School District Jay Badams, Ph. D.

Wed/Sept. 23/7-8:30 An Epldemic of Hopelessness: The Symptomatic Nature of Crime and Viclence in Erle Gary Horton and Daryl Craig

Fri.f Sept. 25/ 11:30-1:30 Solar Gardens: Community-Based Approaches Steve Porter, Ph. D.

Mon./Sept. 28/7-8:30 Nimitz, Hasley, & Spruance: Winning the U.S. Pacific Campaign in WWII Mark Squeglia, B.A.

Tues./Sept. 29/7-8:30 The Brookings Metropolitan Council Visits Erie to Discuss the Importance of Advanced Industries Bruce Katz, J.D. and Mark Muro, MA*
Mo presgrams oo SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
For more Information or to register, call 814-459-8000 or visit www . JESerle.org. Visa, MasterCard, AMEX and Discover accepted. Payments must be made at registration.

HRUMUS
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wc&@ééﬁ&fff&ag F- ( r.‘ — su Nt'“ H10T¢€
FUNDS RAISE!
BENEFIT LIFE

ol

-—
»

ORIGINAL MUSIC
BIBLE TEACHING
AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY

JOIN US FOR Qe intendts. be a c&m-ax.fe.-mfcmxx{g;
SUNDAY WORSHIP that heackes the calbciz.

Basement Transmissions
145 West 1th Street
Corner of Sassafras and 1th

10am www.TheCross.cc

@ /TheCrossErie

bpomors]zzps 7 z)miab/e Now!

7 }
(J

Qontact coreycook@lifethrumusic.or,
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CALENDAR

Wine Time at
the Colony
Sept.12—1to 6 p.m.

Saxonburg PA, 365
Saxonburg Blvd.
winetimeatthecolony.com.

Pre-Bout-Stout

Sept.12—5to 7 p.m.

Erie Ale Works, 416 W 12th
St. eriealeworks.com.

38th Annual
Septemberfest
Sept. 12-13

Merritt Winery,
2264 King Rd.
lakeeriewinecountry.org.

Trinity Pub Tap
Takeover
Sept.16 —6to 9 p.m.

West Chester, OH
eriebrewingco.com.

FILM

Mad Max: Fury Road
Sept.2 — 7 p.m. (Kickoff
Party at 5:30 p.m.)

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

Rocky Horror
Picture Show
Sept. 4 —midnight

Erie Movie House, 3424
Westlake Road. facebook.
com/ErieMovieHouse.

Dressed to Kill
Sep.5— 8 p.m.

Erie Movie House, 3424
Westlake Road. facebook.
com/ErieMovieHouse.

Deepsea Challenge

Sept.8 —noon & 4 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula
Drive. trecpi.org.

Warning From Space
Sept.10 — 8 p.m.

Erie Movie House, 3424
Westlake Road. facebook.
com/ErieMovieHouse.

D.O.A.

Sept.12— 8 p.m.

Erie Movie House, 3424
Westlake Road. facebook.
com/ErieMovieHouse.

71
Sept.13—2p.m.

Taylor Little Theatre, 501 E.
38th St. mercyhurst.edu.

VISUAL ART

Biennial Under the
Clock Exhibit

Sept. 4-0Oct.2

NPAA, 10 East 5th St.
npaaonline.org.

8 Hour Projects:
Place

Sept. 5-20 — (Panel
Discussion & Opening
Reception Sept.
8,7to9p.m.)

Allegheny College
Art Gallery, 520 N.
Main St. Meadville,
PA allegheny.edu.

Scientific
Illustrations by
Mark A. Klinger

Ongoing through Sept.
6 —10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Tom Ridge Environmental
Center, 301 Peninsula
Dr. trecpi.org.

Art Among Friends

Sept.11-Oct.3 —
(Opening Reception

Sept. 25, 7-10 p.m.)

Glass Growers
Gallery, 10 East 5th St.
glassgrowersgallery.com.

The Dimensional
Effect
Ongoing through Sept. 12

Heeschen Gallery,
520 North Main St.
artsmeadyville.org.

Second Sundays

Sept.13—2to 4 p.m.

Erie Art Museum, 411 State
St. erieartmuseum.org.

InnovationErie:
Design Competition
2014

Closes Sept.13

Hagen Family
Gallery, 411 State St.
erieartmuseum.org.

Be Trueto
Your School
Ongoing through Sept. 13

Bruce Gallery, Doucette
Hall 215 Meadyville St.
brucegallery.info.

Art Faculty Show

with Guest Alumnus
Thomas Gamble
Ongoing through

Sept. 27 — (Reception
Sept.10,5to 7 p.m.)

Cummings Gallery, 501 E.
38th St. mercyhurst.edu.

THEATRE

Angels in America,
Part Two

Sept. 4-5,11-12, 18-

19 — 7 p.m.

Dramashop, Renaissance
Centre, 2nd Floor 1001
State St. dramashop.org.

A Canterbury Feast

Sept. 5,6,12,13

The Station Dinner
Theatre, 4940 Peach St.
canterburyfeast.com.

Disney’s The
Little Mermaid
Sept.10-27

Erie Playhouse, 13 W. 10th
St. erieplayhouse.org.

Natvional Theatre
Live - Everyman

Sept.12 —12:55 p.m.

Mary D’Angelo Performing
Arts Center, 501 E. 38th
St. mercyhurst.edu.

All An Act Theater
Presents: Inherit
the Wind

Ongoing through Sept. 13

All An Act Theater, 652
W. 17th St. allanact.net.

COMMUNITY

Goodell Gardens
Farmers Market
Sept.2,9,16 —3to 6 p.m.
Goodell Gardens,

221 Waterford St.
goodellgardens.org.

Kids Art Club
Registration
Sept.2—6:30 p.m.
North East Cultural

Center, 25 Vine St.
northeastarts.org.

Chanting Night
Sept.2—7to 8:30 p.m.

The Bhakta School of
Transformation, 1421 W
41st St. bhaktaschool.org.

CAN YOU BEAT THE BEAST? IF NOT, JOIN THE BEAST!

® Volunteer

FIND THE BEACT IN YOU!

The 3rd Annual Barber Beast on the Bay - Erie’s biggest obstacle course challenge,
on Saturday, Sept. 12 at Presque Isle State Park. A 10-mile course over sand, trails and water
and 20+ obstacles. Form a team or go it alone!

e Form a Cheer Zone

@ Join the party at Waldameer Park for music, food and fun

All proceeds benefit the Barber National Institute serving more than 4,200 children and adults
with intellectual disabilities and behavioral health challenges.

Registration and information at WWW_ BARBERBEAST.ORG

September 2, 2015

THANK - You FOR
SUPPORTING THE
BARBER FOUNDATION ON
Erie Gives Day!

Foundation

Making dreams come frue.

Dr. Gertrude A.Barber
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- USDA inspected
- No by-products

= A EJerels [PierEln Join accountants, artists, attorneys, entrepreneurs,
- No artificial ingredients

_ el fras o7 winele el el non-profits, retail owners, and more.
- No fillers

1932 Parade St. Erie, PA 16503

!‘ www.nickelplatemills.net f Like us on Facebook

Fﬁ Need someone
'::,_f*‘ that speaks fluent

4 ' insurance?
1}

Cam El-Farouki, Agent  |'m your agent for that.
3319 W 26th Street No one wants to pay for unnecessary extras and with my help, you won't have
EEE 2?4-1363530-2663 to. I'll help make sure you understand your options, and that you have the

) best coverage at the best price. Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

www.teamerie.com CALL ME TODAY. C% State FarmTM

1001183.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

) From professional to casual, we have the
www. fderie.com office setting for you.

3203 Greengarden Blvd. Office, Retail, Restaurant and Medical Space
(814) 864-5322 Custom spaces from 500-10,000 Square Ft.
810 East 38th St. Centrally located in the heart of downtown

(814) 459-1145 Convenient parking in attached garage

“Serving Erie the finest homemadezfogds Affordable rates!
and faf gdm
‘f.nl""_
Y@Jg&;ﬁ 1 ﬁStressed Hair

“\.., P o 5

i j“ﬁt en _-t P‘“‘nach | n and Spa

PANACHE ﬁ*

/o
VLA
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CALENDAR

Evening Lagoon
by Pontoon

Sept.2,4—7t08:30 p.m

Pontoon Station, 301
Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

Remarkable
Women: Lady Bird

Sept.3—4to5:30 p.m.

Jefferson Educational
Society, 3207 State
St. jeserie.org.

International Short
Stories: The Art of the
Tale: An International
Anthology

Sept.3—4t05:30 p.m.

Jefferson Educational
Society, 3207 State
St. jeserie.org.

Young People’s
Chorus of Erie
Open Rehearsal

Sept.3—4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

First Presbyterian
Church of the Covenant,
250 W 7th St. www.
facebook.com/YPCErie.

Erie
Communications
Volleyball League

Sept.3—5to9p.m

Beach 6 volleyball
courts, 301 Peninsula
Dr. trecpi.org.

Campfire at

Erie Bluffs

Sept. 4 —7to0 8:30 p.m
Erie Bluffs Parking
Lot, 301 Peninsula

Dr. trecpi.org.

Erie SeaWolves
vs. Bowie

Sept. 4—7:05 p.m.

Jerry Uht Park, 110 East
10th St. milb.com.

Cathedral Prep
and Villa Maria
Cross Country
Present Rambler/
Victor Euro Cross
Challenge

Sept.5—8a.m.

Frontier Park,
prep-villa.com.

Morning Eco Paddle
Sept.5—10 a.m to noon

Lagoons Boat Launch, 301
Peninsula Dr. trecpi.org.

Presque Isle
Lighthouse Tours

Presque Isle Lighthouse,
301 Peninsula Dr.
trecpi.org

Sept.5,6 —10a.m.to 4 p.m

Erie German
Heritage Festival

Sept.5,6 —11a.m.

St. Nick's Grove, 5231
Old French Rd. dank-
erie.org/festival.

Erie SeaWolves
vs. Bowie

Sept.5—5:05 p.m.

Jerry Uht Park, 110 East
10th St. milb.com.

Sunday Stroll:
Sidewalk Trail

Sept.6—10to1l1a.m

Lighthouse Parking
Lot, 301 Peninsula
Dr. trecpi.org.

Grab a ‘Hearty Soup |

25% OFF 1re |

tapestnes posters, curtains, rugs

at Franco‘s Cafe

5:00-10:00
4:00-11:00
4:00-12:00
2:00-12:00

TEAR

ANNIVERSARY

* Vintage and limited edition

beers on tap and in bottles P AR TY

* General Shenanigans EPTEMBER 5"’

*The Mulligans - 800-1100pm

| ".|: VISIT OUR PUB AN> BREWERY

. 12.8W ST_Ith STREET, ERIE PA, 16501

BUY I.IJCAL

#ShopErie

HELP SUPPORT ERIE SMALL BUSINESS
SHOP DOWNTOWN TODAY

{:;_"‘3 ia l \-;.r Visit ErieDowntown.com/shop-downtown .
for participating #ShopErie locations.

p..gq..".-r.u. M

Erie Dance
ENROLL NOW

| earthshine company | 2015
118 Meadyville St. Werner Books is a locally
Downtown Edinboro owned new and used bookstore Classes Begm

| 8147345858 Open 7 Days a Week! | L located in Erie, PA. ?gget
1 Item per coupon, consignment |_tems excluded Jerz N Presfisirsiien
| Expires 09/15/15 — STORE HOURS — T Feo Bove are Free
Monday - Friday: Hip Hop
10:00-17:30 Acro
Saturday: 10:00 - 16:00 Mommy é Me
Pilates

Closed Sundays

Professional Faculty

On $0|ng Enrollment
rformance Opportunities

Fam|ly Discounts

Director:

wernerbooks1@yahoo.com

www.wernerbooks.com
3514 Liberty Street, Liberty Plaza, Erie, PA 16508
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MUSIC REVIEWS

Destroyer
Poison Season
Merge

1.0 0.8 ¢

With a title like Poi-
son Season, it's
appropriate that Dan
Bejar's latest album un-
der the Destroyer Mon-
iker has its fair share of venom. What's
impressive is how lovely his tracks are
as he spits out lines like “every murderer
voted out of office is sold down the river”
before going into a bit of self-loathing on
a song called “Hell.” The New Pornogra-
phers member and longtime solo artist
employs ample doses of strings and
saxophone, as Poison Season channels
both upbeat, sunny days on songs like
“Dream Lover” and cool, rainy evenings
where you'd rather stay inside by your-
self. In fact, the “Times Square” trio of
tunes that make up the beginning, end,
and centerpiece of the album channel
both moods exquisitely. Poison Sea-
son often swerves between moods and
styles, but it never feels like a misstep,
instead serving as an impressive, often
beautiful album from a prickly personali-
ty. — Alex Bieler

Beach House
Depression Cherry
Sub Pop

1 8 0.8 ¢

epression  Cherry,

the fifth album from
Baltimore duo Beach
House, is another exer-
cise in the duo's familiar
dream-pop sound. Beach House doesn't
really operate through hooks, instead cre-
ating a dreamlike state through synths,
programmed drumming, and Victoria Leg-
rand's reverberating vocals to craft sonic
waves of soothing sounds. While past
albums Teen Dream and Bloom showed
off the duo's ability to add some bombast
to the hypnotic haze, Depression Cherry
settles for a more dialed-down approach.
Yet, the lovely details found from past
efforts are still there, providing an excel-
lent soundtrack for anyone ready to drift
off in thought (or downright go to sleep,
if you've found a place that's as relaxing
as these nine tunes are). It's lovely stuff,
really, although it could have used some
rousing moments to break up the sonic
daydream on display. But as an adventure
into an even more laid-back sound, De-
pression Cherry is a success. — Alex Bieler

Nathaniel Rateliff & The Night Sweats
Nathaniel Rateliff & The Night Sweats
Stax

) 8 0.8 ¢

hile  Nathaniel |

Rateliff is known
for his intimate folk
songs, the Denver sing-
er-songwriter shows off 5
his soulful side with his band The Night
Sweats on their self-titled debut album.
Rateliff and his band members imbue a
serious old-school vibe throughout the
release, and Rateliff's performance is
akin to that of a fiery preacher, dishing
out lines like “I'm gonna writhe and shake
my body/ I'll start pulling out my hair/ I'm
going to cover myself with the ashes of
you and nobody’s gonna give a damn” in
his scratchy, booming voice on highlight
track “S.0.B." The album does start to pe-
ter out after over half an hour of soulful
yelps, blazing horns, and a whole bunch
of attitude. Still, there's plenty of fire in
these tracks to ward off the repletion. Ul-
timately, Nathaniel Rateliff & The Night
Sweats is some good ol'-fashioned mu-
sical fun, as you can't help but be drawn
in by Rateliff’s all-in performance. — Alex
Bieler

Joss Stone
Water for Your Soul
Stoned Records

1.8 0 ¢

f anyone has embraced

the world music scene,
it's British soul diva e
Joss Stone. Her latest ! ’}-
release combines ele-
ments from the Caribbean and Africa with
American hip-hop-pop and her traditional
‘70s soul sound. This collection creates a
chilled-out romantic groove, with Stone
using her pipes to channel the vocalists
of the past, sounding like Anita Baker in
the sweet uplifting song “Clean Water."
And the funky “Big ‘Ol Game" has Martha
Reeves written all over it, complete with
background singers tossing out plenty of
oohs, ahs and uh-huhs. There are some
misses: “Star,” written to sell records to
depressed teenagers, is filled with self-as-
sertive clichés about how every person
should just be his or her own wonderful
self. And the teeth-grating remake of the
old standard “L-O-V-E" should have been
shortened to “N-O." Generally though,
this record is sexy as hell, especially when
Joss Stone really cuts loose and shows off
what she can do. - Bryan Toy

045 STONE

LOSE 20-40+ LBS IN 40 DAYS!

Wi

\ the GREATEST advancement {~

) i natural health & healing in

wer 100 years. 1

(aII today1 -855-835-0FAT (328)

- SIGNU

oy

!

i

NO drugs! ;/n/ ””/””Illu{uuum m”uu& w\\\\\\\\\\

g Tf NO Hormones! il \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\“““ RIS
NO exercise! — bsite
' NO hunger or cravings Call or go to WEES
NO pre-packaged meals YOU"-‘- B
/= Doctor supervised l YOU DlDl
LASTING RESULTS ' -~

* Most people can be expected to experience

similar results.

‘www. weightlosscentererie.com

2104 Zimmerly Rd.  Erie, PA
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[Cont. from page 17] butions to indie
darlings Wilco and Nels Cline Singers,
Cline made Rolling Stone’s list of top
100 guitarists of all time and was her-
alded as one of the of the twenty “new
guitar gods.” Lesser known by the
masses, Lage — not yet 30 years old -
is a seasoned jazz guitarist, a prodigy
who performed at the Grammy Awards
when he was just 13; he went on to be-
come a faculty member at the Stanford
Jazz Workshop at Stanford University
just two years later.

Worth seeing because: Although jazz
is the clearest common denominator,
genres will be blended and bent in the
exploration of innovative sound for
sound’s delightful sake. Alone, each
guitarist boasts too many accomplish-
ments and accolades to mention and
would be worth seeing any night of the
week; together, ridiculous isn't a far-
fetched expectation (in the mind-blow-
ing variety). The volume knobs might
not necessarily be cranked to eleven,
but the experience will be.

Bollywood Masala Orchestra
& Dancers of India
present Spirit of India

10.27 // Mary D'Angelo
Performing Arts Center

The Skinny: The combination of
feverish brass, hypnotic tabla, heart-
thump-inducing dholak, and entranc-
ing harmonium drive the show with
singers, dancers, a fakir, and acrobats
at the helm. Don't know what some of
those words mean? That's okay — this
performance’s goal is to transport you
from Erie to India, no passport re-
quired.

On radars because: Troupe founder
Rahis Bharti is internationally regard-
ed as one of India’s greatest musical
figures, marrying the traditional with
the contemporary into a sound em-

blematic of India’s present that honors
its past and pushes the boundaries of
its future.

Worth seeing because: With more
than a dozen performers on the stage
at any given time, Spirit of India so-
journs in Rajasthan and then takes
the party all of the way to Mumbai,
providing a vibrant and rich visual and
auditory experience that captures the
excitement and frenetic energy of In-
dian music and entertainment.

Sinkane

11.18 // Mary D’Angelo
Performing Arts Center

The Skinny: On a hot, sticky summer
night, Afropop walks into a dance club
with grooving beats filling what little
air remains between dancing bodies
illuminated by an array of red, green,
white lights and shakes hands with
funk rock, who was throwing back
drinks with R&B while psychedelic pop
knifes through the crowd toward the
bar to order another round. Welcome
to Sinkane.

On radars because: As a session mu-
sician, before performing as Sinkane,
Ahmed Gallab worked with Caribou, of
Montreal, and Yeasayer. As a solo art-
ist, Sinkane broke onto the scene with
2012's Mars, a refinement of his earlier
sometimes-too-sprawling sonic land-
scapes. Two years later, he released
Mean Love, a tight yet liberal evolution
of his distinct sound influenced by his
various musical collaborations and
contributions as well as travels (he was
born to college professors in London,
spent his early years in Sudan, then
ventured stateside to Kent then Co-
lumbus, Ohio).

Worth seeing because: The Pitch-
fork darling will welcome the audience
onto the stage of the DAngelo Perform-
ing Arts Center, where you can watch
up close and personal the meeting of

Afropop and funk rock and everything
that happens in between.

Vienna Boys Choir

11.30 // Mary D'Angelo
Performing Arts Center

The Skinny: Odds are — whether or
not you knew it at the time — you've
heard the Vienna Boys Choir, particu-
larly around the holiday season. Per-
haps over your car radio, perhaps at
a Christmas party, perhaps while you
dashed through a department store,
searching out that last last-minute
gift. These (young) guys are good - leg-
endarily good — with quite the cultural
staying power.

On radars because: Theyve been on
radars for six centuries, have worked
with the likes of Amadeus Mozart, and
can lay claim to alumni Franz Schubert,
Jacobus Gallus, and Hans Richter.

Worth seeing because: You'll be hard-
pressed to find a more historic, more
artful, more bring-the-entire-family
event to kick-start your yuletide glee.

The Mermaid Theatre of

Nova Scotia Presents: The
Very Hungry Caterpillar &
Other Eric Carle Favorites

02.13 // Walker Recital Hall

The Skinny: Make believe at its finest,
The Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia
takes three Eric Carle creations — The
Very Hungry Caterpillar, Little Cloud,
and The Mixed-up Chameleon — off of
the pages and onto the stage with rain-
bow-rich puppets bounding about un-
der a black light.

On radars because: If you have chil-
dren or grandchildren, youre familiar
with Eric Carle’s work, a canon exceed-
ing more than 70 books. If you don't
have children, you likely have friends
with children, because of whom you've
been invited to a party that required
a gift to celebrate an occasion — and a
leading contender for that purchase
(with more than 40 million copies sold,
having been translated into more than
62 languages) has been the tale of a vo-

racious little caterpillar.

Worth seeing because: Seeing the
86-year-old Syracuse natives work
come to life is imagination made real

for any child. And the brilliance of The
Mermaid Theatre will reawaken the
dreaming, imaginative kid in any adult
—because if puppets performing as cat-
erpillars, clouds, and chameleons cant,
then nothing can.

The Wellington International
Ukulele Orchestra

03.04 // Mary D'Angelo
Performing Arts Center

The Skinny: Whether you like to
admit it or not, you love a good ear-
worm. And while you might be quick
to dismiss the ukulele for only being
worthwhile around a campfire or as
tinder to start a campfire, you've al-
ways wondered — maybe feared — what
a chorus of ukes would sound like. Em-
brace your inner earworm enthusiast
and cast aside any of your previously
held notions of the ukulele, because
The Wellington International Ukulele
Orchestra marries pop hits with the
four-stringed mini guitar to birth un-
paralleled comedy.

On radars because: The WIUC -
co-founded by Grammy and Oscar
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Sept. 14 & 15 at 9pm
on WQLN-TV 54.1

Jim
Henson

Sept. 15 at 8pm
on WQLN-TV 54.1
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winner Bret McKenzie of Flight of the
Conchords fame - infuses Kiwi humor
and a charmingly comic approach to
pop music to tackle hits like Outkast's
“Hey Yal," Kings of Leon's “The Bucket,”
and Justin Timberlake's “Cry Me A Riv-
er” — the former ticking nearly one mil-
lion views on YouTube.

Worth seeing because: Seriously, the
odds of you having seen something like
this in person before are about as good
as you having never heard “Hey Ya!" -
and it's as much fun as that song was
when it first hit airwaves in 2003. All
together now: One, two, three!

Avi Avital
03.10 // Walker Recital Hall

The Skinny: Avi Avital isn't your av-
erage mandolinist. By average, you
might think a gal or guy in an Ap-
palachian-Americana-folksie-blue-
grass-kickdrumdriven-woolvestdon-
ning outfit bent on out rootsing all of
the other Appalachian-Americana..
But imagine the twanging treble of
the mandolin resonating throughout
the Carnegie, Berlin Philharmonic, or
London's Wigmore halls, an instru-
ment approached and treated with the
same reverence as the violin (which
also shows up in those Appalachian
outfits). That's Avital's treatment of the
mandolin, and while it's classic in na-
ture, it's refreshing in spirit.

On radars because: The Israel-born
musician’s premiered more than eighty
pieces worldwide, effortlessly shifting
from jazz to baroque, from classical to
traditional Jewish music of Eastern Eu-
rope. He earned a Grammy nomination
for Best Instrumental Soloist in 2010 -
the first mandolinist to do so.

Worth seeing because: How many of
your friends have seen a mandolin vir-

tuoso? If you answered more than one,
you likely already have front row seats
to this show.

Dorrance Dance

03.30 // Mary D'Angelo
Performing Arts Center

The Skinny: Of the two schools of tap
dance, Broadway and rhythm - also
referred to as jazz — expect a lot of the
latter, as the Dorrance Dance Company
blends tap with house music and blues
while also showcasing the art form's
ability to stand on its own acoustically.

On radars because: The New Yorker
heralded Dorrance founder, artistic di-
rector, and namesake Michelle as “one
of the most imaginative tap choreogra-
phers working today,” and her trophy
cabinet includes the 2012 Field Dance
Fund award and 2011 Bessie Award.

Worth seeing because: If you think
tap dancing is nothing more than
stomping, that's okay: Dorrance per-
forms with the sensational STOMP!
And unlike other forms of dance, tap is
visceral with the vibrations reverber-
ating through a crowd, combining the
visual marvels of dance with the ca-
cophony of rhythm resulting in a har-
monious sensory experience.

Matuto

04.07 // Walker Recital Hall

The Skinny: Quick-rising festival dar-
lings, Matuto whisks together blues,
jazz, and swamp-dirty bluegrass in a
heavy Brazilian folk base to cook up
something unlike what overplayed
jam-folksters saturating outdoor mu-
sic scenes dish out. Each talented in
his own regard, together the musicians
create something so delightful, the in-

dividual ingredients become indistin-
guishable in the churned out sonic fun.

On radars because: 2009's self-titled
debut album received rave reviews,
garnering a 4.5/5 from All About Jazz,
and the band’s just as comfortable
playing the Vancouver Folk Festival as
The Kennedy Center —illustrating their
broad audience appeal.

Worth seeing because: Matuto — Bra-
zilian slang for ‘country bumpkin”
— finds a way (likely from their multi-
genre approach and delivery) to make
folk-roots music feel fresh and fun
again.

Allison Miller’s
Boom Tic Boom!

04.28 // Walker Recital Hall

P, (e

The Skinny: Although she’s backed
singer-songwriters like Natalie Mer-
chant, Ani DiFranco, and Brandi Carl-
ile, Allison Miller never forgot what
made her want to be a drummer in the
first place: Jazz. After listening to Miles
Smiles, she said in an interview with
the Denver Post, she knew she wanted
to do that — she just didn't know, at the
time, what that was. Fortunately, she
figured it out pretty quickly (by age 10)
and has been unstoppable ever since.

On radars because: In 1991, Downbeat
magazine featured her on its up-and-
coming list. Well, she up-and-came and
is still going, landing on LA Times’ Top
10 Jazz Albums of 2010, and has since
dazzled listeners on NPR's Tiny Desk
Concert series and wowed crowds at
New York's Winter Jazz Fest.

Worth seeing because: Together with
pianist Myra Melford and bassist Todd
Sickafoose, Boom Tic Boom! packs a
real bang while dancing nimbly in nu-
ance. A versatile trio, the Miller-led
BTB! makes jazz fun and accessible.

For more information about these -
and other — MIAC performances, call
the box office at 824.3000 or visit MIAC.
Mercyhurst.edu

Ben Speggen can be contacted
at bSpeggen@ErieReader.
com, and you can follow him
on Twitter @BenSpeggen.
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**NO COVER EXGEPT
SPECIAL EVENTS**

FRI 974

MISTER F

[FREE]

SAT 9/5

SPECIAL GUEST

+ TWO BIRD STONE
[FREE]

FRI 9/11

THIS AMERICAN SONG
[FREE]

SAT 9/12

WHISKEY DAREDEVILS
+ BROKE BOLAND

e S

ct b

NEW HOPE COUNSELH;QLG/,@
| Lend Pefosin Capasr *SAT
" Confidential services for women, S E PT2 6

children, and families. Specializing in
personal, vocational and relational challenges

_ _ l [FREE]
1001 STATE STREET ERIE, PA. 16501 | 814-451-1156 I FRi 9/16
! ) STEVE TROHOSKE'S ART GROUPIES
www.newhopeerie.com a2 + THE REM[NFI:‘NEES]
AR T . -

£ B + ERIC BREWER & FRIENDS WITECHAPLE JACK
THE CHURCH OF A church of miracles. It's Jesus' church. DOORS 8PM | MUSIC 9PM :;\?Jrr‘:g#:
S It can be your church, too. Come and see. b el
3126 State Street, Erie, PA 16508 DAYBF,&':,';‘:,?,;:
PRE & AFTER PARTIES [FREE]
Sundays IN UPSTAIRS LOUNGE SAT 9/26
gy Sebee i MATTY ps RGO

Tlam Worship Service *
P EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT! FUNKTIONAL FLOW
Wednesdays Grab your gear and get here! « 9pm o

6pm Bible Study

No Cover « Drink Specials « Open 8pm YOSEMIGHT
O 0 MUSIC AT 9:30-NO COVER EXCEPT SPECIAL EVENTS R VRS
FREE POOL, SHUFFLEBOARD & GAMES ALWAYS!!! + TYLER SMILO

1921 Peach St. Erie Pa+Private Parties Available s MEMBERS & GUESTS [FREE]
Phone: 814-476-7519 Contact: kingsrookclub76@gmail.com & find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/kingsrookclub

The Jefferson Educational Society presents

GLOBAL SUMMIT VII

J l JCATIONAL SOCIETY
T WEEK TWO

Eries Think Tank for Community Progress WEEK ONE
US Foreign Policy & Our Role in the

The Importance of Erie, Pa. in ) ]
Understanding the Changing World — a panel discussion moderated
by C-SPAN’s Steve Scully

Dialects of America’s Language Monday, Nov. 2 at 7:30 p.m.

B, 08k I, St TS0 pm. Dr. Nile Gardiner & Dr. Aaron David Miller

An Evening with Author, Columnist, &
Television Commentator: Cokie Roberts

Tuesday, Nov. 3 at 7:30 p.m.
Cokie Roberts

Mission Mars — Forwarding
our Dreams into Reality
Tuesday, Oct. 27 at 7:30 p.m.
Bas Lansdorp

Reading the Declaration of Independence
in Defense of Equality

Wednesday, Nov. 4 at 7:30 p.m.
Danielle Allen

Growing Human Tissues: Can
We Print Organs Instead of

Transplanting Them?
Wednesday, Oct. 28 at 11:30 a.m. Luncheon
Anthony Atala, M.D.

The Future of Osteopathic Medicine
and Osteopathy: A Global Perspective

Friday, Nov. 6 at 7:30 p.m.
Norman Gevitz, Ph. D.

Gigacities: How Broadband is
Reshaping the World

Friday, October 30 at 7:30 p.m.
Darrell West, Ph. D.

For more information and to register for Global Summit VIl programs please visit us Online at www.JESErie.org Or call us at 814-459-8000.

September 2, 2015 ErieReader.com | Erie Reader | 37



FEATURE

Planting Trees, Sowing the Future
Housing Authority of the City of Eries Wangari Maathai Nurseries
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By: Katie Chriest

he day shouts summer. A crys-
Ttalline blue sky stretches lan-

guidly from the hill above West
38th Street toward our stunning lake
to the north. The Erie Heights neigh-
borhood sits atop this hill, housing gar-
dens galore and residents from all over
the world. Three children shoot hoops
on the court nearby, and a couple of
others fiddle with a bike near their par-
ents’ front yard perennials. I'm stand-
ing next to a little fenced-in area, plant-
ed carefully with tiny trees. The sign
at the entrance identifies the space
as a Wangari Maathai nursery, with a
characteristic photo of that ebulliently
smiling, brightly-dressed Kenyan wom-
an holding a tree seedling.

Maathai, who died in 2011, left a phe-
nomenal legacy of human rights and
environmental activism that rightfully
earned her a dizzying list of honors,
including the Nobel Peace Prize in
2004. Even more lasting, however, are
the more than 51 million trees her or-
ganization has planted in community
nurseries throughout Kenya.

“When we plant trees,” said Maathai,
“we plant the seeds of peace and hope.”

The trees in this Erie Heights nurs-
ery don't look like much right now.
They're just seedlings. Pint-sized and
unremarkable. And, at this point, they
reveal little of what they'll eventually
become. It takes a lot of trust, hope,
and vision to believe they hold — in
their diminutive selves — the intrinsic
power to provide shade, shelter, clean
air, and comfort to those lucky enough
to live near them one day.

But these seedlings mirror so many
of the children in this neighborhood
— or in any neighborhood, the world
over. It's impossible to fully conceptu-
alize what they might potentially grow
into. It takes a true visionary to nev-
ertheless provide them with enough
light, nurturing, loyalty, and loving
care to make them reach for the sky.

Wangari Maathai was that sort of
visionary. And now, John Horan, Ex-
ecutive Director and Secretary of the
Housing Authority of the City of Erie
(HACE), is cultivating Maathai's vision
in our own community.

In 1977, Maathai founded the Green
Belt Movement (GBM) in Kenya,
responding to “Rural Kenyan women
who reported that their streams were
drying up, their food supply was less

secure, and they had to walk further
and further to get firewood for fuel
and fencing,” according to the GBM
website. “GBM encouraged the women
to work together to grow seedlings
and plant trees to bind the soil, store
rainwater, provide food and firewood,
and receive a small monetary token for
their work.” Today, the GBM's mission
is to “strive for better environmental
management, community empower-
ment, and livelihood improvement
using tree-planting as an entry point.”

In her 2006 autobiography, Unbowed,
Maathai writes, “When people learn
about my life and the work of the
Green Belt Movement and ask me
‘Why trees?, the truth of the matter is
that the question has many answers.
The essential one was that I reacted to
a set of problems by focusing on what
could be done.”

A lifelong doer, Maathai was an
academic of the best possible sort.
She combined the intellect to imagine
solutions to complex problems with
the audacity to employ creative, direct
action to actually solve them. And her
academic journey began in the Amer-
ican midwest, just as John Horan was
embarking on his own.

To date, the Housing Authority of the City
of Erie, under the direction of Executive
Director and Secretary John Horan, has
planted 1,032 trees at fourteen sites.

“It's quite a story,” Horan explains.
Maathai graduated in 1964 from
Mount St. Scholastica College in
Atchison, Kan., the same year Horan
graduated from St. Benedict College,
its sister Benedictine school. “We were
college classmates. But one college
was for men, one for women, and they
were on either side of Atchison. They
had to have a city between us!”

Maathai's attending Mount St. Scho-
lastica was sponsored by a program
called American Airlift, which brought
nearly 800 promising students from
Kenya to the U.S. to attend universi-
ties. She earned her master’s degree
at the University of Pittburgh, then
obtained her Ph.D. from the University
of Nairobij, the first woman in East and
Central Africa to earn a doctorate.

“She was an environmentalist, de-
mocracy activist, and women’s rights
advocate at a time when Kenya had
just gotten independence from Brit-
ain,” Horan notes. Maathai defied the
oppressive status quo at every turn,
withstood being beaten and jailed
repeatedly, and received death threats
that forced her into hiding during part
of the early 1990s. Her unbridled cour-
age and commitment to nonviolent
protest became lasting examples for
millions globally, proving that positive
change is seeded within the power of
one.

Horan didn't know Maathai during
college. But he went back to Atchison
last summer for their 50th reunion,
where the now-coed Benedictine Col-
lege dedicated a monument to her and
elaborated on the incredible legacy
shed left. When he learned about how
Maathai's nurseries worked, a de-
cade-old dream was reawakened. “Ten
years ago,” he recalls, “wed started a
project here to plant 1,000 trees.” Back
then, however, HACE was planning to
plant fairly mature — and therefore
quite expensive — trees, and the cost
became prohibitive. “Unfortunately,
we had to put money toward other
priorities,” he says. “But last summer, I
found out about Wangari's nurseries.
It gave me the motivation because she
showed me how to do it. She mobilized
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a lot of people across her country
— 600,000 volunteers in 6,000 nurs-
eries — and was responsible for the
planting of 40 million trees.”

Here in Erie, HACE organized four
plantings this spring. Incredibly,
Horan says, they managed to pick four
rain-free days, over which they plant-
ed 1,032 trees at 14 sites. Appropri-
ately, the first planting of 250 18-inch
seedlings took place on Arbor Day;
April 24, at the John E. Horan Garden
Apartments. Another commenced
at Erie Heights on April 29, and two
more plantings followed in May. The
seedlings, including Washington
Hawthorne, Black Locust, Red Maple,
Red Mulberry, Red Oak, English Oak,
and Serviceberry, are planted in 50- to
100-tree nurseries, and will be replant-
ed throughout HACE neighborhoods
once they mature.

Maathai's manageable method is
such an ingenious idea that HACE has
easily found collaborators.

For one, news of Maathai's approach
and Horan's goal of implementing
reached the Benedictine Sisters of
Erie. The sisters take up special col-
lections twice a year, and decided to
donate this year’s entire $3,000 Easter
collection to the HACE tree-planting
program. “We didn't even ask them for
it,” Horan marvels.

The bulk of money came from the
HACE operating budget, Horan adds,
with recycled mulch coming from
the city. “Potratz gave us good deal
on seedlings, and all labor was vol-
unteer,” he figures, “so we only have
about $7,000 to $8,000 in the project
so far, and that’s including our $3,000
donation.”

The program also involves efforts by
the YMCA Kids Club, the John F. Ken-
nedy Center, the Quality of Life Learn-
ing Center, and the Girl Scouts, to meet
both environmental and educational
goals. As it progresses, HACE hopes to
expand educational opportunities for
children to learn about Maathai, the
role trees play in life, and how to care
for and appreciate trees.

“Coincidentally,” adds Horan, “the
two public libraries in public hous-
ing had just acquired a book about
Wangari, titled Wangari Maathai:

The Woman Who Planted Millions of
Trees. It's the perfect book for kids to
learn about her. So that became our
curriculum. We'e just getting started,
but wed like to continue this program
with new kids every year.”

Maathai argued that “You cannot
protect the environment unless you
empower people, you inform them,
and you help them understand that
these resources are their own, that
they must protect them.”

The Housing Authority’s motto —it's
about people — gels perfectly with
Maathai's mission. “Her story is so
inspiring, and it resonates with our
people big time. It shows the power of
one person, or one organization. We've
mobilized people who live in public
housing — especially children — to
plant these trees. Here we are now —
it's been about four months — and not
one of these trees have been touched.

These seedlings mirror
so many of the children
in this neighborhood —
or in any neighborhood,
the world over. It's
impossible to fully
conceptualize what they
might potentially grow
into.

It's incredible the amount of own-
ership these kids and families have
taken.”

As the trees grow, HACE will wel-
come volunteers interested in helping
with fall or spring cleanup efforts.
“We're more interested in people’s time
and effort than their money,” says
Horan. “We especially need to help
these trees through the winter.”

And as Maathai exemplified, when
we help trees, we help each other.

In her 2004 Nobel Lecture, Wangari
Maathai stated, “In the course of his-
tory, there comes a time when human-
ity is called to shift to a new level of
consciousness, to reach a higher moral
ground. A time when we have to shed
our fear and give hope to each other.
That time is now.”

For more information or to
volunteer, please contact John
Horan at the Housing Authority
of the City of Erie at 814.452.2425.

Katie Chriest can be contacted
at katie@eriereader.com
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TECHNOLOGY / BUSINESS

Geeked Out

Death comes for Adobe Flash.

By: John Lindvay

fter nearly a decade
and a half of being the
most-used Internet

multimedia platform, Adobe’s
Flash, the ubiquitous Internet
ad and video player, is final-
ly dying. Google is removing
Flash from YouTube; this, how-
ever, has been in the works for
some time, but let me give you
a brief history lesson in why
this matters.

Flash, formally known as
Macromedia Flash and Shock-
wave Flash, became popular
back in 2000 and was an awe-
some way to create cool web-
sites, games, and animations. If
you watched animation short
series like Homestar Runner or
Happy Tree Friends, you were
watching something created
in Flash. If you played games

on websites like New Grounds,
you were able to because of
Flash. And if you remember all
those slick websites that took
forever to load, well, that, too,
was because of Flash.
However, along with all those
amazing things listed, Flash is
also the largest way to serve
ads to web surfers. And hack-
ers love Flash, as it is often the
cause of vulnerabilities to large
websites — a chief danger being
that Flash was installed on
nearly every computer so that
they can access websites that
use it. This shared library and
communication between home
computers and servers created
a wealth of ways for hackers to
exploit the platform. Even as
recently as 2012, Adobe had to
patch a hole to fix a vulnerabil-
ity discovered by hackers that
would allow them to turn on
webcams and literally spy on

people.

Apple has been the most vo-
cal in wishing demise to Flash.
They never supported it for
any of their mobile devices,
forcing sites like Google to be-
gin the transition to HTML5
for hosting video content to
Apple mobile devices. And it's
not just because of the security
issues mentioned above. Ever
complain about the battery life
on your Android phone? Or
your computer running slug-
gishly? Flash is often a prime
suspect in both consuming
too much battery and slowing
down aging machines.

But so what? Flash could con-
tinue to exist as an ad server,
right? Well, no.

Amazon has already stopped
allowing advertisers to use
Flash on their site, and Goo-
gle is following suit, sounding
clearly the death knell for the

platform. But heres a quick
startling stat: in the first quar-
ter of 2015, more than 90 per-
cent of all ads on the Internet
were shown through Flash.
But Amazon and Google - just
two organizations — make up
10 percent of the Internet, their
moves presenting the clear sig-
nal to advertisers that the time
to move on is upon us.

While I don't have a horse in
this race - though I would like
longer battery life on my devic-
es —Ido feel saddened to know
that a platform that supported
some of my favorite media, be
they games or cartoons, finds
itself on death’s doorstep. Flash
Gaming already had its boom
and bust several years back,
but some of my favorite devel-
opers cut their teeth making
Flash games. Games like Super
Meat Boy and Castle Crashers
come from studios who start-

ed making small free Flash
games. Flash is also an anach-
ronism of the early 2000s, back
when things like Napster were
popular and the web was just
dreaming of becoming what
we know it as today.

Am I ultimately sad for this
slow death of Flash? No. But
part of me does miss the age of
the Internet it epitomizes, one
before the social media craze
of Twitter and Facebook. How-
ever, that being said, the suc-
cessor of Flash, HTML5, runs a
lot smoother and Flash failed
to evolve to meet the needs of
companies that had used it for
years and were outgrowing it.
So in the end, I guess all is fair
game in the name of progress!

John Lindvay can be contacted
at jLindvay@ErieReader.

com, and you can follow him
on Twitter @Fightstrife.

[Cont. from page 13] tainable

agri-

KATIE CHRIEST

culture, or environmental education,
or with events like their “Clips Beer &
Film Tour, a beer-toting, film-traveling,
nonprofit-benefiting show that travels
coast-to-coast.”

Their “Beers with Vrienden” (Flem-
ish for “friends”) program, meanwhile,
partners New Belgium brewers with
craft breweries throughout the coun-
try, using local ingredients and inspi-
ration. “We love collaborating,” says
Marks, and ‘T love trying other people’s
beers!” He mentions Lavery and Voo-
doo brewing as locals whove caught
his attention.

Events throughout the week of Sep-
tember 4 will celebrate New Belgium'’s
arrival in Erie, but Marks insists this is
just the beginning.

In this era of cozy branding, where
every company wants to be your best
friend, New Belgium's approach still
feels genuine. So many companies list
reasons they can't focus on workers'
rights, sustainability and the bottom
line. But this employee-owned brew-
ery's quality brews and pioneering busi-

Left: New Belgium'’s Aug. 24 Launch Party at
the Pilot House. Right: Pure deliciousness.

ness model have earned them hordes of
loyal fans, many of whom have shared
their “Fat Tire Story” on the website.

Now that cross-country mega-drives
are no longer required, let's hope the
story of this brewery inspires Pennsyl-
vania with visionary audacious energy.
We can all drink to that.

Katie Chriest can be contacted
at Katie@ErieReader.com.*
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100,000 MILE
WARRANTY"

“IWanna See Ya
ina Kia!”

~ Superstore Joe

QutoExpress

Scan to hrowse
our current deals!

10320 Wattsburg Rd Erie PA 16509

Sales: (888) 308-4531
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2019 KIA OPTIMA LK

100,000 MILE
WARRANTY"

998 10905

$2,995 Down plus taxes, acquisition fee, DMV & all other fees, Security
deposit waived. Included college, military incentives. In stock vehicles only

with approved financing through KMFE. Expires 9/8/15

2019 KIR SOUL BASE

100,000 MILE
WARRANTY"

Orownitforas low as

983m i 1]

$2,995 Down plus taxes, acquisition fee, DMV & all other fees. Sec u.rlty
dpulwa.wd.{cld.ed ollege, military incentives. In stock vehicles
with approved financing through KMF. Ex p 5 9f8/15

%I(l‘}gnl(lﬂ SORENTO
m

100,000 MILE
WARRANTY"

S _ Orownitforaslowas
211.,5.;:;; §25.505

$2,995 Down plus taxes, acquisition fee, DMV & all other fees. Security
deposit waived. Inclu ded !Iege military incentives. In stock vehicles only
with approved fina ough KME Expires 9/8/15

2019 I(IA FIIIITE l)(

WARR ANT\

assﬁ?..:;":e ??E"'ﬁ'ﬁaﬁ

$25 DSDawnpl n fiee, DMV & all other fees. Security
d.ep ved. Ing 1 dr.'d lleg ml] itary in
with aj ppmwd.h

ncentives. In stock vehicles only
ing through KMF. Expires 9/8/15

www.AutoExpressSuperstore.com
Service: (888) 476-0866 Parts: (888) 470-3276
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7" F' SPORTS

With the football season finally upon us, it’s time to

make some picks.

By: James R. LeCorchick

INALLY!
It seemed high school foot-

ball season was never going to
arrive, but it has, and the Erie Reader
is ready to help you get through the
upcoming season. We are all set for
the long-awaited, much-anticipated ER
Grid Picks.

WEEK 1

HIGH SCHOOLS

Lakeview 35 YOUNGSVILLE 12
MERCER 22 Eisenhower 6

REYNOLDS 24 Cochranton 12

General McLane 22 FORT LeBOEUF 20
WEST MIDDLESEX 26

Cambridge Springs 22

WILMINGTON 28 Grove City 18
Farrell 42 EAST 12

Girard 20 MAPLEWOOD 14
Mercyhurst Prep 34 SAEGERTOWN 14
Seneca 24 UNION CITY 8

Oil City 26 CORRY 22

GREENVILLE 22 North East 20
HICKORY 28 Strong Vincent 22
SLIPPERY ROCK 20 Perry 14
TITUSVILLE 30 Franklin 20

Central Tech 26 WARREN 18
CONNEAUT 28 Northwestern 22
WAKULLA (FL) 34 Cathedral Prep 20

TOP 3 GAMES

No.3: MEADVILLE 28 Fairview 24
- This should be entertaining with
two high-powered offenses.

No. 2: McDowell 24 LAKE CATHOLIC
21- For fans that enjoy physical
football, this is the game.

No. 1: Harbor Creek 30 IROQUOIS
26 —Huskies won a thriller and
this year could be a replay.

COLLEGES

Gannon 38 SOUTHERN CONNECTICUT 27
MERCYHURST 24 Bentley 21

St. Joseph (Ind.) 30 EDINBORO 20

North Carolina 27 SOUTH CAROLINA 24
TCU 34 MINNESOTA 31

UTAH 24 Michigan 21

Duke 38 TULANE 21

BOISE STATE 28 Washington 27
AUBURN 27 Louisville 24

UCLA 21 Virginia 20

ALABAMA 20 Wisconsin 17
PITTSBURGH 35 Youngstown 20
Penn State 28 TEMPLE 17
VIRGINIA TECH 30 Ohio State 28

WEEK 2

HIGH SCHOOLS

Lakeview 24 WEST MIDDLESEX 22
WILMINGTON 28 Mercer 20

FARRELL 35 Reynolds 18

CAMBRIDGE SPRINGS 27 Saegertown 12
COCHRANTON 36 Union City 14
Eisenhower 34 YOUNGSVILLE 16
Iroquois 27 MAPLEWOOD 20

GROVE CITY 22 Corry 20

Greenville 24 SLIPPERY ROCK 21
Hickory 35 SHARON 20

Warren 38 TITUSVILLE 20

FAIRVIEW 28 Mercyhurst Prep 14
Harbor Creek 22 SENECA 20

FORT LeBOEUF 20 North East 18
Conneaut 38 FRANKLIN 14

OIL CITY 41 Bradford 20

Cathedral Prep 26 STRONG VINCENT 18
SHARPSVILLE 42 East 14

McDOWELL 31 Canton McKinley 14

TOP 3 GAMES
No. 3: GIRARD 24 Northwestern 21
No. 2: DuBOIS 42 Meadville 40

No.1: Central Tech 34
GENERAL McLANE 31

COLLEGES

GANNON 48 Cheyney 14
MERCYHURST 21 West Chester 20
Shippensburg 31 EDINBORO 24
Notre Dame 27 VIRGINIA 24
Oklahoma 38 TENNESSEE 28
MICHIGAN STATE 21 Oregon 20
BYU 31 Boise State 28

PENN STATE 42 Buffalo 21

Pitt 35 AKRON 20

James R. LeCorchick can be
contacted at JRLSportsReport@
gmail.com, and you can follow
him on Twitter @ JRLSports.
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Learning today,
Leadin ; ;

Erie Day School educates children Toddler through Grade 8 and offers a
challenging, high-quality curriculum, small class sizes,
Preschool-Grade 8 foreign languages, visual and performing arts,
athletics and learning opportunities beyond the classroom.

Scholarships available for students starting in Grade 4.

Learn more about our educational community,
philosophy, programs and affordability.

&) Erie Day School
Nyt

Learning today, * leading tomorrow.

814-452-4273

eriedayschool.com Follow us on Facebook.

ERIE, PA

aunday, Geptember Gth, 206
500pm = T00pm

Public Houge - 4565 West Ridge Road
Live Mugic: Mork's Brew Booze Backet Raffle & 50/50%

Tickete: $10.00 each trcudes prt gacs and Frrst: fib

Purchagse online, at wwwhumanesocietyofnwpa.com.

JHave you heard
God’s love calling
your child to

“Let the little ¢
to me” luke 18:16

You are invited to worship with us.

Baptism Informational Meetings following our services on:

Sunday, September 20
and Sunday, September 27
at 11:00 am

4

Light refreshments provided
Reservations appreciated
Call 864.1920

New Hope Presbyterian Church

5440 Washington Avenue
Erie, PA 16509

Pastor: Reverend Charles McClung
www.NewHopeChurchErie.com

September 2, 2015

EAST{CHANCE{EORISUMMEREUN
FINAL HOME GAMES - SEPTEMBER 4-7

FRI, SEPTEMBER 4 - 7:05 PM
STAR WARS NIGHT
» Stormtrooper jersey auction to benefit NAMI
* Poster giveaway to the first 1,000 fans thanks
to the Erie Times-News and GoErie.com
* Visit by Darth Vader and the 501st Legion
SAT, SEPTEMBER 5 + 5:05 PM (o)
FAN APPRECIATION NIGHT & FIREWORKS
* Prize giveaways throughout the doubleheader
MON, SEPTEMBER 7 - 1:35 PM ;

BUCK DAY / SEASON FINALE
+$1 Smith's Hot Dogs, popcorn, 12 oz. Pepsi
fountain drinks & select 12 0z. domestic drafts

Sat, Sept. 5 is McDonald’s Friends & Family Night
Get 4 tickets + 4 SeaWolves caps + 4 McDonald’s Value Meals
, (over $120 in value) for just $32 until 3 PM on game day.

(604563130 ON SEAWOLVES .coi |
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GET IN YOUR GAME!

Presque Isle Downs & Casino and Bizzarro Boxing Promotions Presents

LIVE
‘\ ABOXING =

SEPTEMBER 5 AT 6PM

M AT SPM

\

e N . _/SEPTEMBER I}

VIP Ringside $75 Wesley Tucker Loren Holmes ——— — SN TRAE Soks
VIP Tables $50 Corlatorres - Wiltredo Flores — $25. $40, $50. $60

Call 814-881-3750
John Heynoski Thomas Mattice
Section A $40 Antonio Nieves Victor Toney

All Bouts Subject to Change

Ramiro Hernandez Ivan Hernandez

Please Visit TicketWeb.com or Casino Gift Shop for Tickets
B

Tickets on sale at TicketWeb.com and Casino Gift Shop

1..

MILE&MASTERS WEEKENI]

SEPTEMBER 6 & 7, 2015 " CHEVROLET COLORADO OR CHEVROLET EQUINOX!

- PRl i o s T3
| . . T 10x the entries for every 500 points earned on
Free T-shirt on Sunday, September 6 at 3pm’ Pradegi g
and Monday, September 7 at 4:30pm to the e i the Ly ey S O SAATE G VO T
CHEVROLET COLORADO OR CHEVROLET EQUINOX!
first 500 adult fans through the gates e

See the Promotionzl Area for the Official Rules. Pictures do nat represent the actual vehice being given away.
The achid thoice of prize will e displayed al the casine,

: presque ISle If You or Someone You Know
n 1-90 Exit 27, Erie PA downs & Ca5|no Has a Gambling Problem,

presqueisledowns.com Help is Available.
1.866.ERIE.FUN [@ ELDORADO RESORTS Call 1-800-GAMBLER.




